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Communications for next month must reach the Editor not later than the 15th of this month. 


THE PILOT SETS THE POINTS 


This is the second, much delayed, inflalment of the Pilot's promptings to two sample fellows of 
the Outer Guard (probationers), who have been handed over to him to be put wise about Toc Н. (For 
the firs setlion, see December JOURNAL, 1928, p. 496.) Though not much dialogue is given here, 
interruptions are never taboo in Toc Н, and the Pilot, if he knows bis part, longs to he interrupted. 


Point I, “N” 

“Iam going to try and explain to you fellows to-night the oldest prayer in 
Toc Н. Tubby wrote it with no reference to the Compass ; yet it fits in quite 
naturally: the Four Points are all inside it. Thus, the First Point of the Com- 
pass is “То build bravely’ ; and in the prayer this figures іп the first phrase 
"О God, Who hast so wonderfully made Toc H.' It is plain to anyone who 
thinks, that we must be brave about our building of Toc Н, because God has 
built it with all the signs of courage. Sometimes we still despair of it; but it 
was easier to despair of it in 1919. 

“Now this first point is the North of our Compass, giving us the letter ‘N? 
and the letter М stands for an old forgotten Gospel word, a Net. Тос Н can 
only be understood by those who realise that it is not a formal institution. А 
net is not a stiff thing. It is generally invisible, and most to be dreaded by the 
fish when no part of it can be seen. It is least ostentatious when most at work. 
Toc H, then, is a net: flexible throughout, wide at the mouth, yielding in its 
character, but strong and determined when the fierce fish try to break away. 
It has, or should have, very wide mesh, so that the little fish can escape and live 
to grow big; but the full-grown fish are its legitimate purpose. Тос H 15 
quite definitely intended to gather and to control the coagulated cussedness 
which resides іп the character of Englishmen, and to get them to work for God. 
Let me remind you, before I leave Point I, that fishing is a true sport requiring 
not only patience, but decision. The opposite of ‘bravely’ is building easily 
and shallowly, but a net merely on the surface is a waste of time. Lets see if 
that has soaked in before we carry оп.” 

“What’s the code letter for Point I?" asked the Pilot. 
«6 NE 

“Whats N?” 

Име." 

“ Why ? 22 

“А Net's the Nature of Toc Н.” 
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Рош П, "S" 


The Pilot picked а peck of pickled pepper, and proceeded : “ Now for 
Point II—the South of the Compass. The code letter is S, which Stands for 
another Gospel word, and that 15 Salt. Salt is famous in the Gospels as the 
only condiment of which Our Lord said much. He deliberately laid it down 
that any Christian thing was to Бс as salt in the world at large, invasive, full 
of ambition to penetrate, determined not to withdraw, on guard against 
losing its peculiar savour. Now the savour of Toc H is that it is determined 
to learn to ‘think fairly,’ and to pray for the three gifts of ‘ Love and Joy and 
Peace. Itis ‘to check all bitterness, and to disown discouragement.’ 


** Toc Н is therefore a far more peculiar thing than many imagine it to be. It 
is not just a social institution governed by a Royal Charter and tempered by 
Rogerum. It is a deliberate attempt to invade the medley of human relation- 
ships and to baptise men's minds with ‘a fecling sense of all men's conditions’ 
Salt must be full of salt; and Toc Н must be keen, or it is not Toc Н at all. 
One great Church, the Methodists, who are now full partners in Тос H, remember 
laughingly how an Anglican bishop, Bishop Hoadley, denounced early Methodism 
as “ап intemperate zeal in the cause of truth.’ Let this be men’s condemnation 
of Toc Н. Let them condemn us for the right reason rather than the wrong. 
We are immoderate persons, and have reason so to be. We believe that dull- 
ness is the very antithesis of the Gospel, and that the price of the savour of the 
salt is, like the price of liberty, cternal vigilance. Our task is little less than 
to lay the Shining Body of Christ upon the cold frivolity and carelessness and 
lovelessness of the world, and to mect the world on its own ground on weck- 
days, at noonday, and in the early zenith of a man’s carcer. Forgive this some- 
what sermonising language, but let the substance stick." 

“ What’s the code letter for the South Point ? ”? 

<< 5? 

“What’s that 2 7 

Паза 

Boy iy. salt?" 


Неге one pupil broke bounds, and replied: “ Because religious things get 
diabetes, and grow too sugary.” 


Point ПІ, = 


Panic allayed, the Pilot then proceeded: ~ The old Prayer of Toc Н goes 
on to ask that we may ‘leap with joy to any task for others.’ This is the East 
Point of the Compass; and the letter “Е? suggests Errand boys fired by ап 
Example. The most historic errand boy is in Pickwick Papers. His task, 
as you remember, was to rush in and out of churches and houses leaving dummy 
bottles of medicine in the name of Sawyer, late Knockemoff. Вас an errand 
can be a nobler thing than this, if and when the example which it follows 5 
inspiring. We all know enough of the place іп which Тос H began to realise 
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that speeches were rare there: but examples wete not. You've heard of Мос! 
Mellish, the first Padre V.C. ? Не went from Talbot House to spend two nights 
and а day in between, hauling wounded men out of the craters at St. Eloi. When 
even he was exhausted, the story went that the champion atheist of the battalion 
had turned right round as a result of watching him, and thus addressed his 
astonished company: ‘I’m the same as іт now; and if yer say a blinkin’ 
word against our blinkin' Church, ГЇЇ knock yer blinkin’ ’ead ой.” 


“ But you can’t get much help Кот an example, unless you're humble. Any 
submarine officer of to-day will tell you that it took a humble man to find in the 
children’s toy, the gyro, the instrument which is now vital to their navigation. 
Or, turning to a simpler case still, they will tell you at the great London Hospital 
how a small boy undergoing an operation was found to have his hand tightly 
clenched upon a button of his father’s tunic. Examples fire men’s minds, where 
maxims of good conduét leave them stagnant. Some lives to-day are merely 
spent indodging discomfort. If tombstones spoke the truth, ‘he dodged dis- 
comfort till discomfort got him,’ would sum up half Society. To shirk your 
Toc H job is to forget your honour and your origin. 


“Tt is this recolle&ion that the Elder Brethren stand for in all Toc Н. Their 
memoty is not a sentiment, but an incentive. They do not beg you merely to 
remember who they were, but who you are yourself; not what they did, but 
all that you must do. It is for us to prove that there are more where 
they came from who believe with them that life is giving, not receiving ; that 
the game matters more than the score ; that to do is greater than to һауе; that 
worth is higher than wages." 


Point IV, ем" 


“ W is the attack upon men’s Wills. The old Prayer asks that Toc Н may ђе 
a means whereby Christ may deign to set forward His Kingdom not in the 
hearts, but in the 227/7, of men. This Point of the Compass is the West ; and if 
we fail here, we fail indeed. А knight of old was equipped before all other 
armour with his spurs. These first because courage and skill were useless unless 
the beast beneath him was utterly within his will. Now turn to this old letter, 
written by Oswin Creighton, before ће died on Gallipoli :— 


“I spoke to the most thoughtful and keen man іп the Regiment, who 
has lived all his life in the wilds of the Argentine . . . He is really keen 
to see a Revival, and horrified to find things as they are in England. 1 
told him there would probably be a rearrangement of services. At once 
he impatiently tossed the idea aside, as an absolute side issue, a detail which 
would be settled afterwards. He in his heart was trying to solve the far 
more fundamental problem of why men have such feeble wills, and are 
so influenced by others and public opinion. Не is very popular and 
respected in his squadron. I felt as he spoke that he had hit the right nail 
on the head. We have got to get far deeper down. 


“«Such feeble wills? . . . ‘far deeper down.’ Thats W. That’s Wisdom. 
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* Some folk аге scandalised to learn that Toc H speaks of ‘ spreading the Gospel 
without preaching it? They seem to forget that the New Testament itself 
speaks of the foolishness of preaching, and of those sullen men who сап best 
be won without a word, but with the sign following. The two greatest aims of 
the life of an English Christian are that he should know his God and know his 
countrymen. То know God is not easy : to know the English is in some ways 
harder still. То know both is to be equipped indeed." Then said the Pilot, 
very quietly: “ Jesus Christ seems sometimes a singularly reserved character, 
who appeared on earth in the midst ofa most emotional age. Men have spent 
the centuries whittling down every word He spoke. Yet Не did not say more 
than He meant, but He meant far more than He said. Не did not coax, He 
was content with nothing less than true convincedness. If therefore you want, 
as you will want, to take stock of your Branch or Group, or to turn your eye 
inward and examine your own manner of membership, you can scarcely do 
better than use these four readily remembered points as tests of true sincerity.” 


“АМ. How stand we to the North 2 Is Toc H, is my own life, within it, eager 
to act as a nct let down upon the right side at Christ’s word 2 Does it hold together 
without being exclusive? Are real men, caught, and caught up into it? Oram І 
shrimping, when I should be trawling ? 


“S. Again, am I true Salt; or am I proud of being merely pepper Do I 
stimulate, or merely irritate ? Do I give health and energy by getting into things 
and down to work ? 


“E. Am I averse to errands ? Am I open to other men’s examples ? Have 
I let down a job by absence or faint-heartedness ? 


“ТУ. And lastly, is my intention solid? Are my fect firm; or is it all emotion 
из 2) ош) 
and excitement ? Do I just please myself, or is my sense of duty getting deeper? 


The Pilot paused again and thus he said : “ Рус strained the Fourth Point 
myself to-night more than a little. You fellows have heard me with amazing 
patience. Let me add one Text more in most old-fashioned English. It is an 
inscription in 16th Century lettering which runs right across the rood loft of 
an old lost Church in Lincolnshire: ‘ Pat thy trust in God with all thy heart, and 
leane not unto thine own witt. In all thy ways have respett unto Him, and He shall 
order thy goings. Be not wise in thine own conceyte, but fear the Lord and depart from 
evil. So shall thy navel be whole and thy bones Strong? ” - 

UBBY 


In Memoriam б Sir Bailby Alston. 


With deep regret we record the sudden passing over of Sir Beilby Francis Alston, at the age of 
60, in London on June 28. A distinguished diplomatic carecr in the Far Bast culminated in 
South America. In 1922 he became British Minister to the Argentine Republic, and in 1925 
was made Ambassador in Brazil. On March 6, 1924, as the “© youngest ”--іг., most recently 
joined—member of Buenos Aires Branch, he lit the Lamp for the first time in South America. 
When Toc H started in Brazil at Rio de Janciro, early in 1927, the Ambassador became the local 
Patron and presided over their dinner in June of that year. Since the day the Prince sent him 
to us, no better senior friend than Sir Beilby Alston evidenced his constant good will to Toc Н. 
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SCOUTING AMONG CRIPPLES 


We reprint this short article, by permission, from The London Rover (the quarterly magazine of 
the London Rover Scouts) for May. The writer is W. A. PALMER, a member of Mark I, whose happy 
“ Toc H job ” is skippering a troop of cripples. It is unnecessary to stress the opportunity which this work 
offers to Toc Н Rovers and others. Those interested should get into touch diretl with Palmer, 


^| HE field of service in the Scout movement has been enlarged by the forma- 

^ tion of disabled troops, and the impressions given below arc a few o 
those which have been gained in conne&ion with the troop in a home for crippled 
boys in London. The troop is composed of scouts who have cither a peg leg, 
one or both legs in irons, crutches, or a high boot. Each scout lives in the home 
for a period of three years and, out of seventy boys, fifty of them have voluntarily 
joined the troop, their ages ranging from fourteen to seventeen years. It speaks 
very highly of the joys of scouting when it is considered that Tuesday evening, 
which is the troop night, is the only free evening except for Saturdays, the other 
evenings being taken up with evening classes. In spite of very little leisure, 
the scouts find timc, however, to indulge in football or cricket with a display 
of agility and energy which certainly could not be surpassed by scouts who are 
physically fit. | í 

Thespirit of the troop is one which manifests itself by an overwhelming cager- 
ness to learn, and games and songs аге not indulged in on troop nights, cach scout 
aiming to gain all the knowledge that scouting can give him. They are unselfish 
and willingly forgo studying for their own badge to help some other member 
whose education has suffered through having spent a large part of his life in 
hospitals. The Tenderfoot Test is identical with that for ordinary scouts, and 
there is very little difference in the Second Class Test, but after these tests the choice 
of badges is limited, according to the physical disability of the scout. It would 
be difficult to find any other troop working under the Patrol System whercin there 
exists such a keen friendly rivalry for badges. Тһе patrol leaders and their 
seconds are entirely responsible for such a spirit, thereby materially assisting 
the scouters. Uniforms, of which there are only a few owing to the difficulty 
of obtaining funds, play a very large part in the scouting life of their possessors. 
They are kept scrupulously clean and tidy and are worn on every opportunity 
that scouting offers, the wearers not being sensitive because the shorts allow for 
the display of the top of a peg leg, or show that leg-irons are worn, or that stockings 
betray that one leg is thinner than the other. 

Twenty scouts went into camp for sixteen days last year with only the Scout- 
master in charge, but a more willing or cheerful troop it would have been difficult 
to find during the whole camping season, although the weather at times gave every 
reason for long faces which never came. During a camp a request for the troop 
to help in weeding a garden path was made with offers of payment. This was 
refused, the scouts, without any persuasion from the Scoutmaster, insisting that 
it could only be done as a good turn. The outcome was that twelve scouts 
spent the whole of one day, from early morn till late evening, except for meal- 
times, in weeding a very weedy path with rather dud tools. 
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The scouting spirit in the troop appears in very many ways which challenge 
the scouters and their helpers to give of their best and not to count the cost. 
This field of service is urgently іп need of practical help, but it calls for the older 
man rather than the younger. ‘Those who wish to take up this work must be 
prepared to make it a whole-time job in which self must come last, and in which 
unselfish sacrifice must play a large part. "They must not be daunted by what 
appear to be insurmountable difficulties, and then give up. The man who takes 
on the job of Scoutmaster to such a troop must be willing to work in conjunction 
with the Home authorities, but success can only be attained by aiming at the 
individual touch with each scout, as disabled scouts have а far different tempera- 
ment from that of the ordinary scout. Не must learn the art of how to 
handle each scout, knowing when to lead and when to command. 

This article has been very brief owing to the demands on space, but any readers 
wishing to know more about the troop or to visit it, are invited to write to Тһе 
Scoutmaster, National Home for Training of Crippled Boys, Wrights Lane, 
Kensington, London, W.8. 


Nore.—This gallant troop recently spent a Sunday afternoon at Mark I 
to hear the story of Toc H, in which they seemed much interested. 


SOUNDINGS AT SEA 


ТТ must frequently happen that odd and humble members of Тос Н, not to 

mention “ brasshats," find themselves at sea—we mean literally sol Two 
such men, one from Kimberley and one from Enfield, recently sailed together 
aboard the * * ж ж Сат from Capetown to Southampton, having pre- 
viously decided, to see what, if anything, could be done to spread the germ 
amongst (а) the ship's company, апа (P) passengers. А third member from 
Salisbury, Rhodesia, was most happily discovered on board, and a fourth ally 
was found in a likely cove from Bechuanaland, whom we early attached to the 
party. (We were not a little amused to find that he absolutely beat us at our 
own game of “contacting,” and when missing might be found playing medicine 
ball with the butcher or shove-ha'penny with the skipper.) 


The joy of the voyage lay largely in the fact that throughout we had one 
permanent job. Who can pi&ure the desire of many long years, clouded more 
recently by blindness, being fulfilled for an old man returning to England, Home 
and Beauty? Such was “ Old Nick," who, through a chance encounter with а 
member of Yeoville (Johannesburg), found through Toc Н that 6,000 miles of 
sea was not an impossible barrier to his longing. So with the aid of the Johannes- 
burg Civilian Blind Association and the Architeéts’ Society this Grand Little 
Old Man set sail with us, and Toc H was able to bring him a little evening light. 


We early bearded the purser in his den, and left him with literature and 
“instructions ” for the commander. It was due to this and other conversations 
all round that we learnt how a mate might not see his half-se&ion during the 
whole trip to England, how stewards knew not the firemen, and how the sailor, 
no matter what his particular department, was sceptical and suspicious of the 
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interest of others in his outlook on life. Some very obvious difficulties, vaguely 
anticipated, soon took formidable shape, so that when, with the kindly aid of 
Mrs. V. (founder and head of St. Dunstan's in South Africa), we were 
able to trespass in the first-class saloon, and have a chin-wag with the captain, 
we were not altogether surprised to find a great combine meeting of all three 
classes, plus any crew available, against the conventions of the company. Тһе 
upshot of it all was a really homely meeting amongst the “emigrants ” (third 
class) with genuinely interested contaéts; and two nights later a somewhat 

longer yap amongst the boiled shirts, sprinkled with the soft collars as a tropical 
night dictated, over which the commander presided in great style. Question 
time was useful, though not perhaps so encouraging as the Zoo on the poop. 

The genial Tom at Bloemfontein may rest assured that we shall pay out a shilling 

in the 2 for the literature supplied to us on tick. We may mention that our 

listeners had been colleéted from all parts of the Union and Rhodesia, with a 

big contingent from Nyassaland. There were padres of every possible variety, 

while two Dominican sisters propounded many questions before and after. 


Our aforementioned attache Tony (almost “ Outer Guard” of the * * * * 
Castle “ sounding ") and “ Sir Alan ” C , ОҒ Salisbury, brought us early іп 
touch with one who might well be called the pulse of the ship, “ Pills," the dis- 
penser—surely a God-sent guardian to seagoing lads. If the voyage brings по 
other memories thronging back, thoughts will often dwell on some wonderful 
hours in his hospital-cabin. Here, indeed, but a few days out of Capetown, 
we, without warning, found ourselves in an atmosphere all Toc H. 'А 
rather small wooden box was outwardly the only thing in common between 
dear old “ Pills," one other and ourselves. This was the start of our friendship with 
"Pills," and through him chiefly we soon became a trifle sadder but also wiser men. 


Of the rest of our time on board we spent long hours trying to reconstruct 
in theory and strengthen the average life at sea. As things stand at present it 
would be futile for the most optimistic optimists (which humbly we believe we 
all are) to look with certainty for any Group of Toc H afloat in the Mercantile 
Marine. The Royal Navy, it seems, is a different Story. The problems at which 
it has been our happy lot just to peep may not be adequately dealt with in our 
age, for the apparent “difficulty” of Toc H, often brought home on land, 
increases tenfold at sca ; yet the task must be tackled some day, however small the 
beginning. While as yet a Group (or shall we call it a “Sounding °?) may not 
be possible, it does seem feasible that perhaps two or three times a year the JOURNAL 
might publish the names and ships of seafarers interested in the Family. With 
such data before him the Toc H traveller would find ready-made openings for 
hearing more of “ Everyman's Story.” 

There is room and material for plenty of study of what constitutes one of the 
largest and most important factors in our national and indeed world-wide life, 
and maybe others will be prompted to anchor in deeper waters than we have 
done. After all, as Tubby wrote in the February JounwAL: “ Even in these 
most tangled times a little faith goes a long way.” 


M. $.; E. N. T.; Амр D. О. С. 
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READING WITHOUT TEARS—II 


The first article in what is intended as а “ go-as-you please” series on books appeared in the May 
JounNAL, written by “ Len.” This is now followed up from an unexpected but welcome source—Professor 
J. J. Rousseau, а South African member of Toc Н. Не writes the following letter from King's College, 
Cambridge, where he is Slaying for a couple of months. 


DEAR FELLOW SCRIBE, 


This time I write only in commendation of two “features” in the May 
Тоовмат. First, I commend the translation of the Ceremony of Light (see May 
Jounwar, р. 164) into (Suid) Afrikaans. May I suggest that its final form be 
not immediately decided upon, but, rather, by circulating translations, that 
we should get the very best, as in fa& is being done with the translation of the 
Bible, a work which is to be spread over ten years. 1 may add that there are 
several misprints, but these will be obvious to every Suid-Afrikaner. Forward, 
therefore, the “ jobmasters," for translations of this and other Toc Н stuff! 


And so to commendation No. 2—the timely and excellent Reading Without 
Tears (May JOURNAL, р. 170). Having said that, here comes а“ grouse ”—sacred 
Army privilege, even if the inevitable “ ticking-off” is to follow! PII risk 
suggesting that you add to the list a few books on the story of the “ Empire” 
—in inverted commas, because there has never been a thing just like it in the 
world before, and it is difficult to find a name for it. Неге are text books :— 
The British Empire (Home University Library, 25. 6d.), by Basil Williams, writer 
of Cecil Rhodes, perhaps the most remarkable biography of recent times ; The 
British Empire since 1783 (just published) by A. P. Newton and J. Ewing. But 
for those who want a setting (and this is most important), Trevelyan’s one- 
volume History of England, delightfully written as befits an author who is a grand- 
nephew of Thomas Babington Macaulay. Here's a sample of the book: speak- 
ing of the Parliamentary dominion of the Whigs over the Tories, he lets off this 
—“ The Whigs of the 18th century regarded 1688 (2е., the усаг of the so-called 
‘ Bloodless Revolution °) as the last a& of Creation, and God looked upon England 
and saw it was good.” That Sticks, doesn’t it ?—even in the minds of those 
(me too) with memories like sieves. And, what’s more, it is true, and no 
mere clever epigram beloved of recent “ historians” and “ biographers.” 


That same 18th century, with its “© Grande Monarque,” Louis XIV, who set 
the magnificent fashion of powdered wig, cravat, lace ruffles, brocade waist- 
coat, knee-breeches, silk hose, and silver buckled shoes (before men’s clothing 
became a mere background in black for the colourful garments of Toc Emmas 
and their sisters)—that age was a great one. Would you know of the Шуа. 
old rivalry for overseas possessions between Great Britain and France, which 
ended with Waterloo, you must certainly read The Expansion of England (you сап 
buy it for half-a-crown at second-hand bookstalls), by Sir John Seeley, Regius 
Professor at Cambridge, the book which taught English people in the '80'5 how 
the first Empire was won and lost (1783), that a second was being built up on 
foundations which but a short time before had been regarded as shifting, but 
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have since been proved sound. Would you know how this second Empire 
came into being, read Durham's Repor on Canada (1839), following on rebellion 
not unlike that of the thirteen American colonies half a century earlier. J warn 
you that it may be described as “ highbrow,” but when you have read it, you 
have perused the greatest document in connection with the constitutional develop- 
ment of this far-flung comity of peoples of every race, custom, creed and colour. 
Would you know of the further development—“ the third British Empire,” as 
it has been called—read the Report of the 1926 Imperial Conference (issued by Н.М. 
Stationery Office, price 1d.). The Hilton Young Report is another such important 
document, of the kind technically known as “ Blue Books,” and commonly 
supposed to be dryasdust tomes which experts quote in a lordly way ; they are 
nothing of the sort in reality. I am aware of the ever-increasing avalanche of 
books descending on the public from the press, but this letter is about first-hand 
books which, if no fiction, it would be good for us to read for ourselves. І 
think it was the Provost of Eton in a recent le€ture who complained that there 
were nowadays too many popular “ interpretations ” of this, that and the other. 

Shades of the Editor's blue pencil hover over me—but, unafraid, I finally 
recommend to you a really great 6oo-page volume, the first of the Cambridge 
Hiftory of the British Empire. Not that you should read it from cover to cover, 
but rather browse in it, pick out the names of Drake, Raleigh, Frobisher, 
Humphrey Gilbert, names that even Macaulay's “schoolboy” knows! As 
to the age of geographical discovery led by Portugal and Spain and followed 
by Holland, England and France, that ushered in the expansion of Europe to 
the ends of the earth (accounting incidentally for my home 6,000 miles away 
in the Southern Hemisphere), read Abbott’s Expansion of Europe, or the shorter 
and more readable book with the same title by Ramsay Muir. The Clash of 
Colour, by Basil Matthews, is even briefer, and its opening chapter is a gem. 

If this letter is not consigned to the place to which it should go, I am hoping 
to be allowed on a future occasion to give a list of books for the various Dominions 
—not forgetting the Irish Free State, and that Cinderella, Southern Rhodesia— 
and the Colonies. Yours, 
A Borer ABROAD. 
June 11, 1929. 

Sursum Corda 

These lines were written, without thought of publication, by a lady, 
the aunt of a Toc H member, who is crippled by paralysis. 


As І lie on my couch at dinner 
And gaze through the window pane, 

The bloom on the big horse chestnut Қ 
With the love of God is aflame. 


It's pure white candles taper 
Straight to the heavenly blue— 
Oh, may our hearts rise thither, 


And prove as Straight and true. 
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A LIGHT ON TOC H IN INDIA 


We reprint this article, without permission, but with warm gratitude, from “Тре Servant of Christ,” 
the nen's-sheet (No. 5, June, 1929) of CHRISTA Seva SANGH—the Society of the Servants of Chrisl, 
a brotherhood of English and Indians, under Anglican auspices, which is seeking to interpret Chrifl to 
India in the form which they believe will be best “~ underStanded of the people." The writer of the 
article is the Rev. ХУ. S. A. RoBERTSON, of Poona, which is the headquarters of Christa Seva Sangh. 


EW things have impressed me more since my return to India than what I 
have seen and heard of Toc H here. I am not myself a member; so I 
write as an outsider, but a very sympathetic one. The Lamp of Sacrifice and 
Service has clearly been lighted here in the big cities, where there are large groups 
of young Britishers in the business firms and in Government service and other 
walks of life. Young Indians, too, have found inspiration in this movement. 
It is definitely Christian, and therefore its doors can be open only to Christian 
Indians. But it is remarkable how wide is the circle touched by Toc H in certain 
places here. In Kandy, when I was there, I was told that in the Branch which 
Gerald Streatfeild started when he was at Trinity College, there were planters, 
Ceylonese, missionaries, Government officials, business men, all alike pledged 
as Christians to a life of service. “ To spread the gospel without preaching it,” 
is a favourite motto of Toc Н men. Christ made known by Christlike lives will 
appeal to the world. Sometimes talking about Him and “ preaching " is very 
ineffective. It hides Him. Mr. Gandhi has repeatedly emphasised the need for 
men who will live Christlike lives in India to-day. 


Last ycar, when I took a Retreat for Toc H men in Calcutta, I was very much 
impressed. Cyril Pearson, who is the Padre there, is doing a great work at the 
Cathedral. It was an inspiration on Sunday at Evensong to sec so many young 
men. And there is no doubt that Fr. Douglas of the Oxford Mission is a great 
spiritual power in the background. They goout to him in his little hut at Behala. 
They find in him that close touch with God, combined with much practical 
wisdom, much sympathy, and an abundant sense of humour which should always 
mark the Christian religious. Anyhow, strange as it may seem, the “ hero” 
of these young Public Schoolmen in Calcutta is this missionary, living a “monkish” 
Ше in an Indian village. And many Retreats has he conducted for them. It 
is this custom of going into Retreat which gives the Calcutta Toc Н its peculiar 
flavour, I think, but that does not mean that they are not enthusiasts for service 
of a practical kind. Тһе Old Mission Church seemed to have quite a collection 
of Toc Н men working in its clubs. 


In Madras this Christmas time I saw a little of Toc Н. They are doing a 
splendid work for soldiers, among other things. They run a magnificent in- 
stitute and, the soldiers are made Associates. In this Branch there are Indians 
and Europcans together. Lately in Bombay I have been a good deal in touch 
with the movement through Padre Reid, whom I knew in Student Movement 
days, when he was a Scotch “ Theolog.” Не is one of the best and has done 
a great work in the United Free Church in Bombay. His inspiration has meant 
a tremendous lot to many men. They have a house where about half a dozen 
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are living. They are a very keen crowd. I was present when they undertook 
to see that the children were fed during one of the big mill Strikes. They raised 
a large sum of money and organised free meals for these poor Indian children. 
In those days Toc H was entirely European, but to-day there are Indian 
members and Fr. Bernard Clarke is specially interested in these now that he is 
working in Bombay. 


In Delhi and Agra there ate Branches of Toc H in which both Indians and 
Europeans join. Апа the Viceroy and the Postmaster-General are both members 
in Delhi. In both Branches the younger missionaries count a great deal, I 
believe. Now in Poona we have nothing of this kind. And the thought had 
often come to mind that we ought to start something which would be a rallying 
point for men who believed in friendship and in service. Then а few months 
ago, quite independently, two Hindu friends asked me whether they could join 
Тос Н. They had heard about it, and were much drawn to the idea. Of course, 
Toc Н could not admit them. We therefore came to feel that what was needed 
was a group of men—inter-religious—pledged to Service. We have now started 
such a group. We deliberately keep it small. We call ourselves the “ Servers.” 
We are a pretty representative colle&ion, although not so representative as I 
hope we shall become! We have Muslims, Hindus, Indian Christians, and one 
or two Europeans. Some ofthe members are students, and naturally our Hostel 
forms a suitable base for operations. During the term two night schools (one 
in Urdu and one in Marathi) were run for poor boys by our students. Then 
several of our members are Scoutmasters, others do prison-visiting, others cheer 
up patients in hospital. We have a term of probation before initiation. We 
have a “ Job-ma&ster and in many respects we are like Toc Н. Above all, I 
think we have caught something of the cheery friendliness which characterises 
it, We meet every Monday on our Hostel verandah at 6 p.m. We have some 
big schemes before us. 


I know that many of my friends will approve of this venture of ours. We 
have only made a beginning, but I think we are on right lines. We stand for 
brotherly service that knows no barriers of caste, class or race community. 
“Service,” as Toc Н so splendidly puts it, “ is the rent we pay for our room 

» ER а : ep «c 
upon earth." Апа the spirit of service is that spirit of “ the Son of Man Who 
camc not to be ministered unto but to minister." ALGY ROBERTSON. 


“In India, as far as the ordinary member can sec, the donkey-work in a number of places 
has been done. . . . but, surely, АП that has happened is nothing unless vision and energy 
and courage are forthcoming for the next step. The vital question before Toc Н in this country 
it appears to more than one beside myself (for I have discussed the matter with others) is simply 
this: Can we who are ordinary men and who have been attraéted by the comradeship of Toc Н 
meetings and the unsuspeéted happiness of doing our first job for other people, find anything 
more in Toc Н 2 Is it as deep as we are beginning to suspe& it is ? Peter Monie talks of * facing 
any challenge which may come to us as a result of our endeavours to live up to the Four Points 
of the Compass. This looks perilously like putting a spark to the fuse. Сап we try to do it 
in India ? Тос Н will prove the finest thing of our time out here, if we can." —“ Норејм > in 
** The Lamp af India?" Mav, 1929. 


255 


BUILDING A VILLAGE INSTITUTE 


The objetl of articles like the following, which deal in the pages of the JOURNAL with some particular job 
of Toc F, is always tnofold—to inform readers in other places of a piece of service which may be new to 
them, and fo encourage them to make a like venture if they have opportunity. The job here described, 
with pratlical detail, was ambitious in conception, was planned with great care and common-sense, has been 
carried through with courage and extraordinary keenness, and bas already proved its success in the working. 


RED EIT is a Hertfordshire village fifteen miles from a great London rail- 
way terminus, and, like every country place within an even larger radius 
of the monstrous ant-heap of the metropolis, has the conveniences and dis- 
advantages of its position. It retains the clean air, the ancient trees and a number 
of the old houses of an English village. But its main thoroughfare—“ Watling 
Street," by which the Roman legions once passed up and down Britain between 
I.ondon and Chester—is shaken all day long and into the night by motor lorries, 
and takes the eye and nose with scarlet petrol pumps and acrid petrol fumes. 
Up the hill on cither side there straggle in increasing numbers the little houses, 
good and bad, of post-war England. And its people, as in all such places, 
belong nowadays to two worlds and two ages—the “ village " folk who keep 
shops and do countty work as their fathers before them, and the battalion of 
townsmen, the “ daily-breaders," who converge in a hurry on the station each 
morning and do not belong to the place again until they return to roost at night. 
The reconciliation of these two worlds presents a rcal and urgent problem in 
thousands of places round our cities to-day. Іп too many cases easy transport 
and the growth of population have taken a neighbourhood by surprise, and 
mcrely overwhelmed it. А place like Wanstead, for instance, half as far from 
a l.ondon terminus as Radlett, was recognisable as a country town before the 
war. To-day row after row of little villas, “ run up ” in a few months, jostle 
its dignified Georgian houses out of sight and mind, and already the scaffold-poles 
and pink roofs of the next suburb can be watched marching week by week over 
the skyline, until every characteristic feature of the old place is swallowed in the 
featureless mesh of “ London-over-the-Border.” Radlett has not been over- 
taken by that fate. It may serve increasingly as a “dormitory” for London, 
but it has not lost its local patriotism. It is absorbing its new dwellers into 
the life and spirit of the community. It is not a suburb of London but a Нег 
fordshire village : it is “Тһе Village” to those who make their homes there. 


Community Ше must have a centre. Оп а small scale every Тос Н Branch 
or Group which achieves its own headquarters, even if it be but a whitewashed 
outhouse, knows how much such a centre means to the “ family life." Two 
years ago no such centre was in prospect in Radlett. The Men's Club of the 
place, after fifteen years’ struggle in totally inadequate premises, had to close its 
doors in May, 1927; the Toc H Boys’ Club and the L.W.H. Young Women’s 
Club received notice soon after to leave the Bella Vista schoolrooms, which 
have since been demolished. The problem was urgent, and members of Radlett 
‘Toc H took the initiative in looking for a new solution. They boldly deter- 
mined that a Village Institute should be founded. As such an undertaking 
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would obviously depend for its achievement on the support of the whole village, 
and as that support would clearly not be given to a vague scheme, they still more 
boldly purchased a site on very favourable terms, prepared the plans of an actual 
building, and threw themselves upon the good will of their fellow-villagers. In 
May, 1928, they circulated to every householder in Radlett a booklet, with the 
architects plans, details of the building, its proposed uses, and estimates of the 
cost of its erection and maintenance. A fundamental question concerned the 
ownership and constitution of the proposed Institute. The first idea naturally 
was to make it a Toc H institution, but it was thought wiser and more consonant 
with the Toc H spirit to say that the ownership and control of the Institute should 
be vested in the people of Radlett on the widest possible basis of representation, 
ie, by vesting it in the whole body of subscribers. Тһе form of constitution 
adopted was that of a company limited by guarantee, “ The Radlett Village 
Institute, Ltd."—an expensive form, but the one which seemed most suitable. 
Of the five officers of the Institute, four are Toc H members, and of the 
Council of eleven, seven are starred іп the appeal as Тос Н. The architeét is an 
officer of Radlett Toc H. The solicitor gave his services free. 


How did they set about raising the large sum of £5,800 which was required 2 
No time was lost. On June 16 last year, a fortnight after the appeal was launched, 
Toc H and L.W.H. ran a Radlett Fair. They left no stone unturned. They 
even picketed every road into the village with “ highwaymen " on horseback, 
who held all passing cars to ransom. Теп thousand people came to the Fair, 
which realised a clear profit of over £1,000 in one afternoon. The booklet 
brought in a second £1,000. Early in November a further printed “ Letter 
from Toc H and Toc H Women Helpers," signed by all the officers of both 
sides of the Family, was sent out, and on November 14 they held a public meeting 
in the Parish Hall, at which “ constructive criticism " was invited. They found 
that they had the whole village behind them in their effort. In point of fact, the 
building was already rising. The Branch, firmly convinced that their plans 
were right, had taken the decisive step when they made a contra& with the 
builder in May. 'The public support revealed in November served but to 
confirm their original faith in the venture. 


For some time now the Radlett Village Institute has been a central fact in local 
Ше. Every evening the passer-by on Watling Street can see the lights from its 
windows between the trees, and can hear the sounds of its activity from within. 


Let us now give such details of the building, its uses and its running as may be interesting for 
comparison to those who have such an Institute and of value to those who would found one. 


THE PREMISES. 


Site (see plan, Plate I): The building faces on to the main road, Watling Street, but is set 
back alittle behind trees, allowing a wide drive for cars to enter and leave, with a recess in which 
they can be parked. On account of the large amount of traffic in Watling Street, the less 
important windows have been kept to the front, giving the club-rooms outlooks over the quiet 
ground at the ends and back of the building. The big plot of vacant ground at the back is avail- 
able for extensions, if required later, and can be utilised for tennis courts or bowling green. 

The Building is of two storeys. A long and low treatment has been adopted (see picture, 
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Plate I), with a single central chimney. External walls have а low plinth of facing brick, with 
cement plastering above, and the roof is tiled. Internally, as externally, the decoration is 
designed to involve the minimum cost of upkeep. Boarded dados, stained, round the club- 
rooms; wall surfaces of a hard, durable material; window frames of iron. Electric lighting; 
central heating, but open fireplaces in addition in the lounge and Common Room, and a kitchen 
range in the caretaker's quarters. 

The Plan (see opposite page) provides for separate self-contained club premises for men, women 
and boys respectively, vig. : (а) Men's Club.—On the ground floor— Billiards Room (two tables) ; 
Lounge (see pi&ure, Plate IT), with small kitchen and canteen counter ; cloak room and lavatories. 
On the first floor, Reading Room, Games Room (for darts, etc.). 

(0) Young Women’s Club.—On the ground floor: Sitting Room, kitchen, cloak room, and 
lavatory. 

(c) Boys’ C/ub.—On the first floor: a large Play Room, a smaller Quiet Room, lavatory. 

There is also a club Bath Room on the first floor. 

In addition, there are: (4) Common Room, a large room 45 fect by 20 fect (see picture, Plate 
П), which has doors communicating with the Men's Club and Women’s Club, so that cither 
can use it on occasion for a whist drive, inter-club competition, or similar function. "This room 
also has entrances dire& from the Street, so that it can be let, without interfering with Club 
activities, for meetings of other socicties, for small whist drives, concerts, ctc. 

(е) Loan Library.—A small room by the main entrance, to be used by the County Loan 
Library for the convenience of the general public exchanging books. 

(f) Caretaker’s Quarters.—On first floor ; living room and bedroom. Scullery and larder, etc. 


А NOTE ом THE MEN’s CLUB. 


Entrance fec of 2s. 6d. ; subscription of 15. 64. per month, or 17s. 64. per annum. Тһе 
Men's Club is intended for men of every class in the community, and is the financial keystone 
of the Institute. As it had to start from “ scratch," with no existing membership as a nucleus, 
the proviso was made that the Council of the Institute should retain control and financial respon- 
sibility for the first year, entrusting its management to officers nominated by Toc H.* Inits 
second year, it was to сісе its own officers, manage its own affairs, and be responsible for its 
own finances, under such reasonable restrictions as the Council, as landlords, should impose. 
The first obvious problem to be faced—and one on which opinion was much divided—was 
whether the Club should have a liquor licence ог not. То the entire satisfaction of almost 
everyone, it was decided that during the transition stage under Тос H management the Club 
should be “ dry." Тһе members were to be given an entircly free hand to decide this question 
for themselves when the first year came to an end. In any case, it was felt that the first year 
would establish a tone and a tradition which would not encourage drinking: men would resort 
to the club with the same motives that lead them to visit cach other's houses, and not merely 
in order to drink. 

CONSTITUTION. 


i. A Company limited by Guarantee (“ Radlett Village Institute, Ltd.") owns and controls 
the Institute. It has no share capital, and is dcbarred from distributing any profit. Its primary 
function is that of a benevolent landlord to the clubs and societies using the Institute. 

ii. The objetts of the Company are to provide and equip premises for the three Clubs (also 
to promote the formation of the Men’s Club), and the Common Room for public purposes. 

iii, Liability of members is limited to a sum not exceeding 10s. in the event of a deficit on 
liquidation. 


* A general meeting of the potential members of the club was held immediately after the opening of the 
Institute, at which these appointments were ratified. 
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iv. Membership. Ап annual subscriber of not less than ros. is qualified as an Ordinary 
member, entitled to one vote; a donor of not less than £5 is qualified as a Life Member, with 
one vote for every £5 of his or her donation. In the event of a debenture issue, members to 
have one additional vote for every £10 debenture held. 


v. Officers and Council. Тһе first officers and Council to bc as set out in the original booklet 
(/.e., a very large proportion of them members of Toc Н). Тһе officers to retire at the first 
annual mecting (1929), but to bc eligible for re-ele&ion. Thereafter one-third of the eleéted 
members of Council and all co-opted members to retire annually, but to be eligible for re- 
election. (ТАс Council consists of a President and not less than six or more than sixteen 
members, with power to co-opt up to one additional member for every four cleéted members.) 


vi. Election of Council, еіс. There are the usual provisions about nominations, duc notice, 
annual meetings, ctc. The books of the Institute must be properly audited. Мо member of 
the Council may hold any salaried office, nor have any commercial or professional dealing with 
the Association except on the basis of out-of-pocket expenses only. 


А WEEkK’s PROGRAMME. 

The Men’s Club is open on six evenings in the week, and two afternoons; the Young 
Women’s Club on three afternoons and evenings; the Boys’ Club on three evenings, during 
the winter months only. Toc H and L.W.H. meet at the Institute on alternate Thursdays. 

In addition the Institute accommodates a valuable and much-apprcciated Infants’ Welfare 
Centre on Friday afternoons; a S.P.G. sewing party on Fridays; and a Church of England 
Sunday School is held there. The Institute has been used for private dances, a wedding 
reception, political meetings, gencral and committee meetings of various societies, and for 
dances and progressive games of the various Clubs. 


FINANCE. 

In a Statement of the financial position at March 31 this усаг, the Hon. Treasurer noted, 
among other things, that (7) the Men's Club estimated that they would pay during the first yeai 
not less than £215 ; (Б) the rents payable by other societies under existing agreements amounted 
to £170 per annum; (с) the estimates for a full year’s working indicated that at March 31 the 
Institute's annual income and expenditure almost exactly balanced, after allowing £150 for 
interest on borrowed moncy and £30 for repairs; (d) probably only onc further appeal for 
funds would be needed. 

Those interested in the accounts in detail, or in particulars of the constru&ion or working of 
the Institute, should apply to the Secretary of Radlett Branch, who will do his best to oblige 
them. 


SOME NOTEWORTHY FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Ø Тһе ВїктирАү Бввттулт. will be held in London as follows :—Friday, December 6: Birthday 
Guest-night at the Royal Albert Hall (open to friends as well as members) ; Saturday, December 7: 
(а) Thanksgiving services at Westminster Abbey and St. Martins-in-the-Ficlds ; (0) Family Night 
at the Royal Albert Hall, with H.R.H. the Patron as Chairman and Lamplighter ; Sunday, 
December 8: Communion and other services in the morning, Family Gathering in the afternoon. 


Ø YPRES AND SOMME PILGRIMAGE : The party leaves London on Friday night, August 30, for 
Ypres, and those who can travel thence on Monday, September 2, to Albert for the Somme. 
Further extensions to France and Germany are suggested in the March JounNar. Members 
(Toc H and L.W.H.) should apply immediately to Ormond Wilson at Н.О. 


Ø OBERAMMERGAU Passion Pray, 1930: Plans are already being made to take a large Toc Н 
and L.W.H. party on this wonderful ten-yearly Pilgrimage next August. Members should do 
their utmost to save £15 ог £20 for it. 
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А VILLAGE IN STITUTE 
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PLATE II A VILLAGE INSTITUTE 


| 
1 
Ти Common Коом. 
{ 
| wa Е aT 
қ Tur LOUNGE OF THE MEN’s CLUB. 
| Photos: Humphrey Jocl. Radlett. 
| 


TOC Н, CANADA РИ ПИ 


Top and Centre: 


MONTREAL, SOUTH SitokE Group 


The Group's shack as transported and 
reconditioned, June, 1929. 


Members working on Saturday afternoon. 


Below : 


MONTREAL, CENTRAL BRANCH. 


Members in the Toc Н *' Dug-out,” 
June 3, 1929. 


(Photos, Robert Legget. 


Below : 

TOC H, UNITED STATES, 
SoutiwarpD BOUND 

Pat Leonard's party ex route for 
Georgia (see p. 261) 

Left: Starting up again. 

Right: Morning toilet. 

Centre: The team :—Boyd Hinds. 

(Warden, Mark I, U.S.A.), Dick Rule. 

(Secretary), Lem Jew, Bob Royle. 

(Photos, Pat Leonard, 


RAMS quic. 


PLATE IV ТОС Н IN AFRICA 


VzEgRULAM, Natal: г. “The Cottage," which was given to Toc Н in Verulam by a member 
who had lost a son in the War. It contains three rooms, опе of which is furnished as a bedroom, 
another fitted out with a billiard table, and the third with chairs and small tables. An acetylene 
gas generator and lamps have since been installed, and a stove, crockery, etc., make the cottage 
habitable at any time, though there is as yet no permanent resident. The photograph shows 
Padre Gilbert Williams visiting the Cottage in February, 1927. 2. Padre Gilbert Williams 
at the first lighting of the (home-made) Rushlight of Verulam Group, February 23, 1927. Тһе 
Group has recently been promoted to Branch status. 


А RHODESIAN “ IMpLosion ": SALISBURY members had long cherished an ambition to see 
another Group, and at Easter-time this year six of them took four days' holiday to visit their 
nearest Toc H neighbours, UwTALI (now a Branch), 180 miles distant. They left Salisbury 
by train early on a Friday morning, and reached Umtali at 6.30 that night, in floods of rain. 
Picture No. 3 shows the party when the train halted at Tikweri. On the Saturday the combined 
Toc Н апа L.W.H. members embarked in eight cars and two lorries and tried to ascend the 
Vumba mountain, but roads were impassable, and they picknicked by the Odzi River instead. 
Picture Хо. 4 shows some Umtali members of L. W.H. there. After communion on Sunday morning 
they drove over Christinas Pass to Penhalonga and returned to a Toc Н service at the English 
Church of Umtali in the afternoon. А mecting of the joint executives followed, and Salisbury 
members then spent the cvening with Umtali hosts. They returned home carly on Monday, 
“ with feclings of regret which were tempered with the satisfaction of knowing that the visit 
had been an unqualified success. Any incipient ' provincialism ' regarding Тос Н had been 
killed, and a truer idea of the wide fraternity of the movement substituted.” 


“THE OLD FOLKS’ AT HOME” 


“WY the kind invitation of the Misses Alexander, the Foundation Members of Toc Н and 
those who on othcr fronts loved the Old House from afar, are invited to bring them- 
selves, and their wives, if any, to an Old Folks’ At Home at Aubrey House, Campden Hill, 
W.8, on Tuesday, June 18. Fall in or drop in at 7.30 p.m.” So ran the card of invitation 
which brought about a Guest-Night never perhaps surpassed for its happy unity among the 
countless Guest-Nights of Toc H these last ten years. In numbers—there were less than two 
hundred present—it has often been exceeded. But the time, the place, and the company were 
all perfeétly right. First, “ the kind invitation of the Misses Alexander "— when has the kind- 
` ness of this, the first family of Kensington, ever failed Тос Н since the earlicst days? Who 
has sought to do us good so often and so secretly ? And then Aubrey House itself, the senior 
house of Kensington, with all its priceless treasures of painting and porcelain opened to us 
freely, and the garden, the oldest and the loveliest in Kensington, which is used night after 
night for some neighbourly purpose. Апа then, a warm, still night of English June, the closing 
in of a perfe& summer day — 
Roses that down the alleys shine afar, 
And open, jasmine-muffled lattices, 
And groups under the dreaming garden trees, 
And the full moon, and the white evening Star. 

And chicfest of all, those groups under the garden trees—the Old Folks of Toc H, some of 
them men (as he reminded them) whom Tubby had not seen since they helped to found the House 
in Flanders in 1915. The groups shifted and broke up, and rearranged themselves as new- 
comers’ were sighted and eagerly welcomed. “ Do you remember ?" was heard under 
the old mulberry, and in another corner a little knot of people were calling themselves “ All 
that was left of the s9th Division.” It was curious to reflect that much more than half the 
present-day membership of Toc H could not really possess the secret which made this whole 
company instantly one—even though many there had never met each other before. They 
were the proud possessors of a unique common experience, and yet certainly felt no 
" superiority " about it. For they shared that experience—and surely they were conscious of 
sharing it over again at Aubrey House—with the immeasurably greater company of the Elder 
Brethren. They did not meet in any mood of sentimental regret, but it is certain that man after 
man was aware, all about him as the dusk closed over the garden, of remembered faces and 
voices of men whose hands he cannot shake again. And that intimacy of the spirit, whenever 
it captures us Once more, is a happy and a humbling thing. 

No programme was set beforehand : it made itself from one moment to another. Somebody 
clapped his hands and a little fatigue party, self-appointed, began to gather chairs into a semi- 
circle оп the grassy terrace in front of the “ garden-room." ‘Tubby called us to an informal 
attention. Norman Ingall stepped out and sang, in his tremendous bass, the song that just 
met our mood—Marching down the Guinchy Road, and followed it up with another. Padre 
Reid followed. One of the survivors among Tubby’s fellow-chaplains of the 6th Division 
which had planted Talbot House in Poperinghe, he was just home from a long, hard, lonely 
job at Iquique on the Chile coast, and preparing (in O&ober) to go out to another hard job— 
—the Toc Н chaplaincy alongside “ jobmaster Sinbad,” under the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
at Abadan. Reid sat down to the piano to sing one of the songs, he said, which had often 
pleased wounded men as they lay in the ruined Prison at Ypres— 

I know a lady sweet and kind ; 

No other half so pleased my тіпа: 
Only a lady passing by— 
Yet must I love her till I dic, 
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Ап old English song, familiar enough and ever lovely, but when this clear tenor voice carried 
it across the garden of Aubrey House it held us strangely with a new meaning. That “lady 
sweet and Кіпа” somewhere at home, conjured up to the eyes of a wounded man in Ypres; 
dying, as he might be even then, he must love her to the last. But we must not dwell too long 
on this memory—it was never the soldier’s way. The antidote came swiftly when, to a mar- 
vellous pot-pourri of famous tunes, Reid sang the tale of eggs that are “ never, never quite new- 
laid.” 

Tubby then adopted his old habit—“ but not too badly this time," he said, in pr eface—of 

calling out members of the company to make their bow and perhaps a small speech. Pat 
Leonard, back from U.S.A., was the first choice: he gave us a eulogy of Amcrican friendship 
and high hopes for Тос H there, some day if not yet. Then Padre Hamer, now of Richmond, 
another survivor of the 6th Division; and “the Gen" who stole the carpet for the Upper 
Room at Poperinghe ; and Prideaux Brune, C.O., of the unit next door that “won” it back 
again. Gen sang the song which he had sung at the first Christmas party in the Old House 
in 1915 (about that girl so cross-eyed that when she cried “ the tears ran down her Баск”), and 
Prideaux was just defending his unit from the charge of 'scrounging," when the one set 
“turn”? of the evening came into view. It was now growing dark, but no one could miss the 
boiled shirt and the fine white hair of General Sir Aylmer Hunter-Weston as he came up the 
garden walk—‘ Hunter-Bunter," Commander of VIII Corps, whose régime in the Salient, 
as Tubby truly said, had provided Talbot House with its golden age. We all rose to meet him. 
А few more were called out—“ Barkis,” “ Мас” (Alison Macfie, Red Cross sister апа L.W.H. 
founder, and Foundation Member of Toc H in her own right), and then the Corps Commander 
made a chara&eristic speech. He had just come from the first day of Ascot—to a garden of 
lovely flowers, ће said, from a garden of Still lovelier, “ pretty English women in pretty frocks” ; 
he had shared every racegoer’s happiness when the King’s colt won. (What was he going to 
say next? we asked ourselves.) And in the midst of that happy and splendid scene, he went 
on, he had remembered Toc H and the party to which that night he was bidden. His love for 
England (he is a good Scot) and his pride in her strength and beauty at Ascot were immeasurably 
enriched by the remembrance of the men he had known and led in dark hours and would not 
sec again. Не went оп to speak in terms of warm affection of the Old House and its Founder. 
The sunset had faded out of the sky, and a three-quarter moon was still veiled behind the trees; 
the speaker was scarcely scen, but his sounding phrases, which rang down the still garden and 
were echoed back by the boundary wall, took on a passionate sincerity which deeply moved his 
audience. Не ended to great applause. Norman Ingall, now chiefly secn as a white waist- 
coat in the darkness, roused us up with the song of the Sergcant-Major before whose voice 
“daisies fade." And thon, with the swift succession common in Toc H gatherings, Tubby 
summoned by name and Army rank a few of the oldest of the old guard of Talbot House to 
Stand beside him as he led our home-going prayers. Laurence Binyon’s lines of “ proud thanks- 
giving " for the Elder Brethren, heard whenever a Toc H Lamp is lighted, were not spoken 
to-night. That was well; few could have borne to hear them said aloud. Over the bowed 
heads was gathcred the invisible Host which had been summoned there by these simple prayers, 
these remembering hearts. 

While we still stood silent, Padre Reid’s beautiful voice sang the most beautiful of English 
songs, Drink to me only with thine eyes—because Herbert Fleming had once charged it with a deep 
spiritual meaning. Lastly, two verses of Abide with me. 

The Old Folks’ At Home was over—but surely it must happen again next year. For no 
other gathering of Toc H quite fills its place. 

* * * * * 

Nore: Following the usual cuftom, the August JOURNAL will be a Summer Double Number (price 18.), 

and no number will be published in September. 
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OUR AMBASSADORS OVERSEAS 


Т. and Ea Leonard returns from the United States 


R.M.S. Nova Scotia. 
une 2nd, 1929. 
Mv Dzans, / 7 

The north coast of Ireland is on our Starboard beam; within twenty-four hours I shall be 
Stamping on the good soil of England, so I must bestir myself to bring you up to date with the 
lat month of my Pilgrimage. 

When І last wrote I was іп Baltimore, beginning a final tour of the American Family, and 
а riotous time І had, for in the following twenty-six days I slept in twenty different beds. From 
Baltimore, I went to South Orange, in New Jersey, where I had meetings on successive nights, 
with a hurried dash to Philadelphia during the hours of daylight to sec the house in Clinton 
Street which we have recently taken over as Mark II, U.S.A. It is a good, solid old house in 
а quiet street in the heart of the city, where the most disturbing element is the roots of the trees 
Which beautify the pavements they are upheaving. The owner of the house—a Mrs. Brown— 
has generously given us leave to occupy it, though we pay no rent until next October, At the 
moment, eight or nine members are holding the fort, and there is every prospect of a full house 
long before October. Within 48 hours of the decision being made to go for a Mark in Phila- 
delphia, six of the rooms had been endowed, and before I came away Mark II, U.S.A., had 
already got about it the unmistakable atmosphere of the Houses Love is building round theworld. 

From South Orange, which proved every whit as sweet and fruity as it sounds, I went to Үйі, 
and under Elmore McKec's good hand met and discussed Тос Н with а number of groups of 
undergraduates. In England, University life is for the favoured few, and our decision to form 
no exclusively academic Branches was wise and right in view of the narrowness of the fellowship 
possible. But in Amcrica the position is different. College training is the rule rather than the 
exception, Few drcam of beginning their life's work, be it plumbing or preaching, digging or 
do&oring, without spending four years at College. Мог is money a consideration, for many 
undergraduates—by no means the least prominent either—work their way through, scorning 
no honest employment to raise the price of their books and tuition. As a case in point, at one 
very delightful party I attended, I discovered that a young medical student present had been 
employed the previous year as a waiter at the very table at which he now sat as honoured guest. 
By degrees it was borne in upon me that what was right in England was not necessarily right 
in the States, and that if Toc H was to make any impress at all on young America, it must do it 
during the four vital and plastic years while young America is at college. So to Yalc I went, full 
of the Big Idea of Тос Н as a sanétified College Fraternity. On the whole, Yale approved, or at 
least, thought sufficiently well of the idea as to insist on my return two weeks later. 

Then followed a never-to-be-forgotten tour in Padre Lusk’s company and a six-cylinder 
Dodge. At Williams College, I found a fine group of Fraternity men, gathered to hear about 
Тос Н. Two of them had been at the Aquitania Dance in New York, and had been attracted by 
the Toc H spirit in evidence that night. On their return, they got together a hand-picked group 
of first-class fellows and invited me “to tell them all about it" Then across country to St. 
Paul’s School, which produced Craig Wylie and Pascall Davies, whom many of you remember 
from last summer in England, ‘There I had a wonderful time, talking to the Upper School and 
at a Masters’ mecting one night, and to the whole school in chapel the following morning. 
South once more, taking in our stride a visit to St. Mark’s School, a talk to the Rhode Island 
Clerical Society, sermons in Grace Church, Providence, and St. Paul's Cathedral, Boston ; 
a Guest-night in New York; and the starting of a new group at Mount Kisco. The next day 
I was at Mark I, Washington, for the dedication of the chapel and the endowed rooms, and for 
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the desperate business of saying “Good-bye.” Two days later I was at Charlotteville, where the 
University of Virginia Stands enthroned among the trees. There I had a chance of expounding 
Toc Н to the leading lights of that most attractive University, but couldn't stay long enough to 
follow up the preliminary seed-sowing. The sands of time were running out, so] had to turn 
north again for a final visit to Princeton, and for a round of farewells in Philadelphia. One night 
we had a wonderful Guest-night in the new Housc, at which over a hundred had supper together, 
and the next night I said good-bye to the Cheffunt НИ Group in Lew Lukens’ house, From both 
I came away with my heart in my boots for the sorrow of departure, but walking on air, for the 
certainty that one day—and please God no distant day either—Toc Н is going to be as great 
a power for righteousness in the States as it is beginning to be elsewhere. 


Back once more in New York for a meeting of the Council, and for a final Guest-night of the 
newly reconstituted Manhattan Group, at which—among much else that clings in the memory— 
Toc H presented me with the world’s best movie camera and projector as a final proof, if any 
were needed, that Amcricans are the kindest people in the world. I realise as I write that the 
JourNAL has a wide circulation in the States, and that I run the risk of making them blush if 
I say all Ра like to do about the unbelievable kindness they heaped unceasingly upon my head. 


My original plan had been to sail from New York, but a pressing invitation to visit 57. Jobn’s, 
Newfoundland, before I returned home persuaded me to make other arrangements, and so 
I adopted the somewhat unusual method of leaving the States by rail. With the help of five 
trains and a ferry across Cabot Strait. I reached St. John’s five days later and five hours late for 
my first engagement—a lunch talk to the Rotary Club. However, during the next four and a half 
days I had other opportunities (fifteen of them to be precise) of public uttcrance on the subject 
of Toc H, and since I had different hosts for practically every meal, I didn’t lack opportunities 
of private utterance either. Newfoundland (pronounced, by the way, with an equal emphasis 
on each syllable) is the oldest part of the Empire and probably the least known or appreciated. 
T fell in love with it at first sight, not because it has the best salmon fishing and the biggest wood- 
pulp mills in the world, but because it is so intensely British, as anyone may know who studied 
its proud war record. There is only one city—St. John’s—the rest of the population is colo- 
quially known as “ Outport,” and lives in small fishing villages round the coast. One day 
a dozen members of the St. John’s Group took me round Conception Bay by road and we visited 
three or four of these outports—Heart’s Content, where the Atlantic cable comes ashore, Harbour 
Grace, Bay Roberts, and Carbinear. In each of these we had mectings and sowed seed which 
may eventually bear fruit in new Groups. Toc H in St. John’s is already a name to conjure with, 
for the Group took over a dereli& hospital and ran it for a year with conspicuous success, until 
an ungrateful and jealous political party forced them to close it. Since then they have tackled 
several public-spirited jobs, and have their teeth in much that is worth while. The Group is on 
the elderly side, but has an air of stability and effe&iveness that more than compensates for the 
momentary absence of young blood. The chicf trouble here is due to the fact that America proves 
an irresistible magnet to young Newfoundlanders of push and go. I discovered what airmen 
and Graf Zeppelin have always known, that St. John's is on the dire& route from England 
to the New World, so that I hope all future visitors to the States or Canada will arrange to break 
their journey at St. John's and look up the Group, and enjoy Newfoundland as much as I did. 


Of the voyage home Ill be discrectly silent, for though I’ve lived in luxurious comfort, thanks 
to the good offices of the Furness Withy Line, Гус spent most of my time lying prone on my 
back while the good ship Nova Scoria has been ртаби апр various kinds of high dives. The first 
night out from St. John's we ran into a large and dangerous icc-field and lay-to for five or six 
hours, and since then we've been fighting a head wind. It's good to be within sight of home 
again, and I’m looking forward to making you share my enthusiasm for the Family of Тос Н 
across the Herring Pond.—Ever yours affectionately, Рат. 
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II. With Ronnie Grant in South Africa 


A continuation of his dispatch from Cape Town, which began in the June JOURNAL. 


May 18: A larger muster of Тос Emmas met me in the rather grim surroundings of the 
Argus board-room, grim for a Toc Н тесипр, as it meant assembling round a large mahogany 
table, Like Cape Town Central they are handicapped through not having a place of their own ; 
perhaps the possibilitics of the house in No. 6 Distriét may solve both their difficulties. Italked 
on the relationship between Toc H and Toc Emmas, and the committee are coming to the 
Deanery next week to discuss the matter further. Last night I broadcast from the Cape Station 
on “ The Light of Toc H,” the station director was very friendly and asked me to talk again 
when I return to Cape Town. 

May 25: On Monday, at the civic lunch to the English professional soccer team, where I 
met C. Wreford Brown, а fellow committeeman on the National Playing Fields ; at 5.30 a talk 
in the nave of the Cathedral, which might have been more useful if part of the audience had not 
gone to the Cathedral Hall instead and listened to someone giving a music lesson—they wrote 
to the papers complaining that they did not learn much of Toc H from it. In the evening to 
St, James’s for a meeting of the Fa/se Bay Group. They have a delightful room, the pumping 
station of the Aquarium: its only drawback is that at intervals the pump starts working and for 
ten minutes the only thing to do is to Start singing. They were rather depressed at their Jack 
of progress ; the real trouble I think is lack of jobs, for the distriét is just a seaside resort and such 
young fellows as there are there cannot be held unless they can be given something practical 
todo. The few in the Group are real stickers and won't give up if they can helpit. On Tuesday 
Rose returned and we had a preliminary pow-wow, in the afternoon the L.W.H. committee 
meeting, and in the evening to Scapoint Group. Somewhat the same difficulty as at False Bay, 
but jobs in Cape Town arc available ; in fact, they did the most effective job from the community 
point of view in getting wireless installed in the Cape hospitals. They have a new Congre- 
gational Padre (just out from home and not unknown to Cardiff Toc Н) who will I think be a 
real reinforcement. Also at the same meeting there arrived а man who knew Pop well and had 
many times taken communion in the Upper Room; he volunteered at once for a Job and also 
gave us a good picture of the old House and what it meant to him and others. 

On Wednesday to lunch at the University Lunch Club; in the afternoon, to see the English 
team play Western Province (my first view, by the way, of professional football), and in the evening 
to Simonstown Group. А great show—about 26 fellows turned up, about half R.N. and half 
Dockyard, Petty Officers, A.B.’s and Marines. They are as keen as mustard and confirmed 
my belief in Toc Н іп the Navy. The ships leave for the East Coast this week, and it is probable 
I shall find them turning up at other Toc H meetings. On Thursday a talk at the Rotary lunch, 
а trip round the point with the English team in the afternoon (one of them was interested in 
the boys’ football team run by Weybridge Branch), and ап implosion on the new горе іп Somer- 
set West that evening. We went out, 20 of us in a lorry, and had a very good meeting: the 
Mayor, a former Native Commissioner from Kenya, turned up and promised his wholehearted 
support. Friday (Empire Day) I spent with an old campaigning friend, who is a lawyer in Cape 
Town,and also saw Eric Tucker of Kimberley, Shepherd of Enfield, and a Salisbury (Rhodesia) 
member off to England in charge of Mr. Nicolay, the blind protége of Yeoville (see also p. 249). 
Saturday was spent in a final confab. with Rose and preparation for my departure next morning 
on tour. 

June 3: I have just completed at Grahamstown the first 758 miles of my motor trip without 
mishap. Driving in this country is not the joy-riding we know at home, but there is nothing 
like it for secing the country, and the train journeys off the main line are impossible. The scenery 
is perfectly magnificent, and to avoid opening gates I made detours which took me twice over 
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the mountains and back. 116 gates, which means getting in and out 232 times in а 100 miles 
is no joke, and travelling alone there was no alternative except in a few cases where piccanninies 
were waiting for sugar Sticks. After crossing the Hottentot mountains my first call was at Caledon 
for lunch with Padre Earp Jones, formerly of the Missions to Scamen ; then on to Swellendam 
for the night. The following morning up Grabouws Pass to Barrydale and then бо miles of 
desolation through the mountains with no living creature to be seen; the continual drought 
since 1914 has ruined almost everyone in that distri&, and whole families have migrated and left 
their homes abandoned. A magnificent descent down Montague Pass brought me to George 
and the hospitality of Padre Hext, an Old Haileyburian. Arrangements for a meeting had gone 
astray owing to the address of the Secretary being about six months out of date in the April 
Journat. The present Secretary, Tidd Pratt, is very keen and by chasing round got a few of 
the members together and we had a very pleasant meeting. George is cut off from the rest 
of the Western Province and has a hard row to hoe; but I feel sure will go ahead especially 
if they can extend to Mossel Bay and Oudtshorn. Although established over a year they have 
not yet succeeded in getting a Rushlight and have had no Journats this year. The next day I 
spent at the Wilderness, a most perfeé seaside resort, run by an old friend and namesake of mine. 
It is quite ideal in every way, but unfortunately I struck a very wet day. From there to Knysna, 
lunch with another Padre Jones, formerly head of the Railway Mission, and on up the Prince 
Albert's Pass. The grandeur and beauty of this is indescribable : 30 miles slow and steady pull 
uphill through the Knysna forest, to discover that one arrives at the foot of a vast range of moun- 
tains and has to go right over the top. Теп miles on a narrow winding track on third gear 
brings you to the top of the world to gaze over range upon range of rugged hills and green slopes 
with no habitation in sight. It was getting dark, and, as the hills were tipped with red and the 
valleys in deepening shade, one was filled with wonder at the Power Who had created such gran- 
deur and given puny mortals the ability to conquer it. After 25 miles through the dark I came to 
a Store and, finding the next hotel was 50 miles further on, decided to try for a bed there. In 
answer to my enquiry, a lad asked if I was Col. Grant of Toc H, told me that Port Elizabeth were 
expecting me and that he thought he could get me a bed at the store where he was Staying on 
holiday. Не was not a member, but I subsequently discovered was the brother of Miss Coles, 
the Toc Emma secretary. I joined the family of the store at supper and afterwards we went 
over to a neighbouring farmhouse and danced to the gramophone until midnight, a very jolly 
evening with charming people. After a cold frosty night, I started on again and duly reached 
P.E., and routed out the Secretary, Blazey, a local dentist. We had a joint meeting of Toc H 
and L.W.H., a good muster, and, as I hoped, some of the Navy blokes turned up from H.M.S 
Verbena. ‘The next day was a public holiday, the third since I arrived in the country, and 
every one was away, but Miss Coles turned up like a brick, and we went together to see the 
English footballers play Eastern Province, and then to supper with her family and on toa 
concert by the Cape Town Orchestra. E.P. played a fine game and were only defeated by 
one goal. 

The following morning some of the local Freemasons came to see me, and I then went off 
over the worst road in Africa to Grahamstown. Here Iam the guest of Greener, the Jobmaster, 
and we had a tophole meeting. Toc H and Emmas in their fine home, the oldest house in Graham- 
$town. Nine fellows from the new Group at Bathurff turned up and we had the best evening 
I have struck yet, followed on Sunday by a gathering of office bearers at the Greeners. There 
is certainly nothing wrong with Toc H Grahamstown. (To be continued in my next.—R.C.G.) 


Nore.—Two more Тос H Ambassadors—Padre “ Boss" Foro (now at Lancaster) will go out to 
serve Toc Н, India, in Ofober. Padre Wiurr1p Соосн (late of Hastings, now Anglican Chaplain 
in Bolivia) has arrived іл South America, and some of his first impressions of Toc Н and its prospetts there 
will appear in the August JOURNAL. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 
London Federation 


From Mar& I comcs a timcly reminder of 
special summer fare, in thc shape of a list of 
Summer Guest-nights. Meetings are being 
held roughly once a fortnight, as it is felt 
that this will be sufficient during the summer 
months. Неге is the programme :—]uly 3, 
5. M. Palmer on “ Senior Home Office Schools 
(Reformatories) "; July 17, Mrs. Perrin on 
“To be alive in such an age”; July 31, 
Major Salt, of the War Office ; August 14, 
Scout Guest-night. The fare is good for 
those who would partake. 


The South Eaftern Diflri held its Guest- 
night on June 14, in the Caves at Chislehurst, 
and later at St. John’s Hall, thus repeating the 
programme of last ycar. Soon after 8 p.m. 
a numerous company of Toc H and L.W.H. 
made for the entrance of the caves, where 


W estern Home 


OXFORD reports “ All quiet," and then 
proceeds to recount the fact that on June 7 
the inmates of the local workhouse were 
taken for a charabanc trip, with tea at Burn- 
ham Beeches. ‘The Oxford Motor 'Bus Com- 
pany kindly provided thc 'bus at a purely 
nominal fce. Among recent speakers have 


tithes were taken and lamps obtained, whence 
the party proceeded through the caves to 
the Druid's Altar, where Frank Cross con- 
duced “Light.” Then the Toc Н prayer, 
“ Jerusalem," and the journey back to day- 
light, St. John's Hall, and food—provided by 
CHISLEHURST. Tot Ratcliffe then gave a 
lesson on Community Singing. 

In the Western Distri# MAIDA VALE 
assures a welcome to visitors to its mectings 
which are held every Friday at Emmanuel 
Hall, Harrow Road, W.9 (one minute from 
the “ Prince of Wales"). EALING members 
and L.W.H. pulled their weight at a Red 
Cross fé/e and have many jobs in hand. The 
Western Distri€t Committee next meets оп 
September 9. 


Counties Area 


been Dr. Sclbic, who spoke on “ The Union 
of the Church,” and Mr. Cyril Bailey, who 
gave some interesting information regarding 
Risca, Oxford’s adopted Welsh town. Two 
members attended the June Area Meeting at 
Reading, and the Branch was also represented 
there at the Distri& Guest-night in May. 


South- Eastern Агеа 


DOVER reports a welcome visit from 
Тос Н апа L.W.H. of FOLKESTONE, 
CANTERBURY, DEAL, HASTINGS, 
MAIDSTONE, and WHITSTABLE on May 
21, the occasion being the dedication of 
Dover’s Lamp by “ Archie," the Right Rev. 
the Bishop of Dover. Great regret was 
expressed that the donors of the Lamp, 
Captain and Mrs. W. Vansittart Howard, were 
unable to attend owing to the illness of the 
former. Following the Battle Hymn, the 
Branch Padre gave the charge and the Lamp 
was dedicated, “Тп memory of the Elder 
Brethren of the Dover Mine Sweeper and 
Trawler Patrol.” Following Light, hymns, 


prayers and the Blessing, the Bishop gave 
a talk on “ Christianity and the Family Circle,” 
and Padre Sinclair, late of Maidstone, spoke 
on “The Significance of the Lamp in Toc 
H.” Hearty congratulations to A'an Pearce 
on his marriage to Miss Keeler. They will 
live at Whitstable. On May 14, Gilbert 
Williams talked on the proposed “ shove off ” 
of a Dover Grope of L.W.H.; and a further 
meeting was held on June 14. Jobs include 
the Starting of a grope at St. Margaret’s Bay, 
and hospital gardening. 


Number 32 of Јо трг records the fa& that 
Miss Crangton is no longer able to do her 
share towards the publication of this well- 
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edited news-shect, as she has been promoted 
to the County Library at Springficld. The 
Бай Farleigh Wing is booked for a Church 
Fair on July 3, “ to attend to side-shows, etc.,”’ 
and volunteers have come forward to provide 
a rescrve team of bell-ringers at the local 
church. The Offham Wing this year is taking 
a party of over fifty children to Whitstable. 
The younger children will be entertained to 
a treat in the Parish Room. The Concert 
Party is still in harness. Ozford has raised 


moncy in aid of the Boys’ Club, and has been 
busily occupied in “investigating the possi- 
bilities for motor trips for children of the 
Browning Settlement." — P/a// hopes to have 
cigntecn boys with an attendant as guests at 
a camp to bc held from August 2 to 5. The 
Wing regrets that McDougall-Porter has had 
to resign the Chairmanship of the St. Mary's 
Men’s Club which office he has occupied 
since October, 1923. The Jottings are as lively 
as usual with news and humour. 


Northern Home Counties Атса 


On June 8, BROXBOURNPE'S ancient 
House was the venue of a happy gathering 
from MUSWELL HILL, and on June 15, 
WOOD GREEN turned up in force with 
members of L.W.H. for a Birthday Party. A 
party from St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields have also 


been visitors. The Club, which for the time 
being is held in a finc timbered room in the 
front of the building, officially came into 
existence on June 27. HERTFORD did fine 
work at the Fete on June 15, in aid of the 
County Hospital Reconstruction Fund. 


Eastern А rea 


After just over two ycars of successful 
existence, DOVERCOURT Group has now 
rcalised what has Бсеп thc principal ambition 
of the members — a home of its own. Two 
rooms situated in the centre of the town have 
been turned into a particularly comfortable 
club, and recently these were officially opened 
and a service of dedication conduéted by 
the Group Padre (Rev. V. G. Ballance), by 
whose kindness the Group has up to now met 
in the Church Hall. The Padre remarked that 
they were fortunate in having an Upper Room 
and not a cellar, which should inspire them 
above the petty things of life. The prepara- 
tion of the rooms has kept the fellows busy, and 
among the treasures is an original pictorial 
poster which hung in Рорсгіпрһе in 1917, 
advertising a performance of the “ Tivolis.” 


FELIXSTOWE Branch has been very active 
On the “ Fellowship ” side, it has had keen 
discussions recently, including “Тһе League 
of Nations,” “ Christian Ethics and Business," 
““The Colour Question," “ The Four Points 


of the Compass," and a talk by a Police Court 
Missionary, while two members, а school- 
master and а stationer, have “held forth” 
on their own jobs. The Area Secretary, John 
Mallett, came on May 31. On the “ service " 
side, the Branch organised a Jumble Sale, 
which had to be postponed at the last minute. 
A crowd of “ would-be ? buyers turned up, 
and a Toc H member, passing by, opened the 
doors and held it on his own! The Branch 
assisted to instal a wireless sct at the local 
Dr. Barnardo's Home, also helping the 
Young Helpers’ League to sccure a furlong 
of pennies on Whit Monday. Two members 
regularly run a County Library. Many in- 
dividual jobs continue to be done — quietly, 
but well. 


The Branch was proud to receive its new 
lamp from H.R.H. the Patron in April. The 
dedication service was held in the Parish 
Church, conducted by the С, of E. Padte, 
while the Frec Church Padre gave the 
address. 


East Mid lands Area 


Nens Sheet Number 19 (June) contains а 
whole budget of news and a suggestion that 
mid-O&ober is the best time for the Arca 
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Party. A double cvent for July 6—DERBY 
Hospital Rag, and LEICESTER Garden 
Party, to welcome Barkis. It seems a pity 


that the two events should clash. ANSTEY 
imploded on BELGRAVE’S Birthday Party 
on May 2—the second birthday—when Skype 
spoke on “ What is God ? ", and on May 14 
Smiler spoke to Anstcy on “ Тос Н and its 
relation to the Christian Church" COAL- 
VILLE'S efforts on bchalf of Dr. Barnardo's 
Homes realised over £24. Coalville has had 
talks by Colonc! Abbot on “ India " and by 
their Jobmaster on the work of the Ortho- 
pedic Clinic, and their Padre concluded the 
May programme with an inspiring address on 
“ Jesus in the Home.” DERBY CENTRAL 
had a real Grouse-night on May 10, when the 
evening was monopolised by the probationers ! 
“From the mouths of the babes and sucklings 
came the cry for knowledge of Toc H history, 
objects and activities." “ Арру” was the 
principal guest on May 17. HINCKLEY 
joined in the implosion on Belgrave on May 7. 


They have heard talks on “ The Spirit of 
Adventure " and “Тһе History of Clocks.” 
IBSTOCK hopes to report progress later 
regarding corporate jobs, and LEICESTER 
reports the maintenance of good attendances 
at Guest-nights. WIGSTON is more or less 
in order in new Headquarters, and in the 
midst of domestic labours have happily 
** cottoned on ” to a house-to-house collection 
for the N.S.P.C.C. ROWDITCH has been 
forging along for nearly a year, and is thinking 
of soon applying for Branch status. The 
Group has visited thc Royal Infirmary and 
the local Power Station, and has been for- 
tunate in the plentiful supply of jobs. А 
permanent job is the running of a Boys' Club. 
LOUGHBOROUGH a successful rummage 
sale, а special Guest-night, ап impromptu 
concert, and work in conne&ion with Dr. 
Barnardo's Flag Day. 


North- W estern А ‚еа 


RAMSBOTTOM Group has good hopes 
of raising a Rover Troop soon. Jobs іп- 


W est Riding and 


PARKGATE active membership іп Feb- 
ruary was sixteen, and was then tackling а 
Hospital Library and “ fathering”? a troop 
of Scouts and Rovers. Сап Rawmarsh send 
some more news? BINGLEY celebrated 


clude work at a Hospital Library and taking 
poor children to the Moors. 


Central Yorks Area 


its promotion to Group status with a bumper 
Guest-night, when six members were initiated, 
and Padre Kendall, of Mark XII, gave an 
inspiring address. Members from HALIFAX 
Branch and KEIGHLEY Group were present. 


Southern А ‚еа 


Although handicapped by the lack of a 
Padre and а permanent Headquarters, 
BEXHILL is slowly building. Recent jobs 
have included a treat for 300 poor children, 
concerts for the Convalescent Home, collecting 
old clothes for the Police Court missioner, 


and running a Boys’ Club, besides supplying 
man-power for two others. Although finding 
the task of “‘job-finding”’ none too easy, 
the Branch feels that by building up a strong 
spirit of fellowship much is being done to 
spread the work of Toc H. 


W est Country Arca 


SWINDON holds a Week-end Camp on 
August 17-18. А hearty welcome is extended 
to all Toc Н members. The cost will be 6s., 
and all particulars can be obtained from the 
Camp Secretary, Т. Hewer, Mark XVI, 
Swindon. CHELTENHAM, Group A, an 


offshoot of the first Branch Started outside 
London, joined in the observance of the world- 
wide Gleam on May 14, when members 
assembled at the church of Padre Cloutman. 
Following a talk by the Padre, six men were 
initiated. Padre Bill Maddock then spoke. 
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There has not been anything very Startling 
in the way of local developments during the 
last month. PRESTEIGNE have received 
their Rushlight and have had their first 
initiation ceremony, also MORRISTON, There 
are the beginnings of а Grope іп CAER- 
PHILLY and, judging by thc enthusiasm 


ales 


shown at the initial mectings, it should be a 
Strong unit; thanks to Wynne-Jones for 
sowing the seed to such good effect. Just at 
present local effort is mainly concentrated 
on a Rally, which by the time these notes are 
in print will have been held at PORTHCAWL, 
and on the various Воу5” Camps. 


Scotland 


GLASGOW is carrying on in its own quict 
way, and making good progress. А group 
has been formed in HAMILTON, and a very 
enthusiastic band have gathered to соп- 
Stitute the gropers for Light. On June 22 
the Branch gave its third annual outdoor 
treat to Crippled Kiddies at the Agricultural 
Showground at East Kilbride, where the 
kiddies were entertained. Visitors still pour 
in from various parts of the country, and, we 
hope, leave with a good impression of 
GLASGOW’S ideas of hospitality. The usual 
jobs continue and, the summer season being 
here, no fresh stunts are being attempted. 


GOVAN Group’s outstanding job during 
the summer will be the Camp at Largs, at 
which they аге expeéting 100 boys from the 
Harmony Row (Toc H) Amateur Swimming 
Club. The Harmony Row Club is now well 


known in Glasgow swimming circles, and 
has given birth to the new Pollok (Toc H) 
A.S.C. with 150 boys, and the new Cranston 
Hill (Toc H) A.S.C., which has enrolled about 
то boys since it started two months ag 
The three clubs now total about 500 boys and 
250 girls (who are being tackled by Govan 
EVH): The Govan Group has been 
giving monthly trcats throughout the Winter 
to the crippled and blind, and has undertaken 
to guide parties of deaf and dumb people on 
Saturday afternoon walks during the Summer. 
The boys and workers in the Winter Boys' 
Clubs are merged into the Swimming Club 
during the summer. — Scottish members are 
feeling very much the loss of Malcolm Speir, 
Chairman of the new Scottish Executive, who 
has had to take an enforced holiday, and are 
looking forward to his rcturn soon. 


Ireland: Northern Section 


In April ARMAGH held its first Birthday 
Party. BELFAST sent down some members, 
and two Toc Emmas, while LURGAN rolled 
up over a dozen strong, and with Armagh 
and their friends made a meeting at which no 
other aid to success was needed. Armagh 
displayed its chorus party, known as “ The 
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Tootlers,” for the first time, and from supper 
to Light, and from Light to prayers, by Rev. 
Professor Moeran, all went with a swing. А 
week afterwards “ The Tootlers’’ gave а 
concert to the patients in the workhouse. Тһе 
Group has started hospital visiting, and is 
working hard at the Cripples’ excursion. 


1242 е 


News from Overseas 


Branches and Groups 


AUSTRALIA 


The Australian Birthday Feflival for 1929 
has come and gone, but the Delegates have 
not yet returned to their States, so details of 
the happenings in Perth are not available. 
The Lamps of five newly promoted Branches 
were lit, being those of FREMANTLE 
(W.A.), BRUNSWICK (Vic), BRISBANE 
(Q), PAYNEHAM (S.A) and HOBART 
(Tas.). This brings the list of Branches in 
Australia to twelve. Ву next month we hope 
to be able to furnish an interesting account 
of the happenings in the Golden West at 
the Third Australian Festival. 


BRISBANE Branch (Queensland) has made 
great headway of late. They have sccured 
clubrooms for themselves in Hawgoods 
Chambers, George Street, a good central 
situation in the heart of the city. The Family 
carpenters are busy making tables and cup- 
boards. It is wonderful to see the effect 
it has on a Family to be in possession of a 
home of its own, One hopes that it may 
decorate to its own taste and in such manner 
that (to quote Tubby in Australia) “its 
owner will never want it back." 


Hospital visiting is on the job list of every 
Branch and Group anywhere, but the RAND- 
WICK (N.S.W.) Group take it a step further. 
Each week just before the meeting the Group 
goes en bloc то the Prince Edward Hospital, 
and the members chat with the soldiers there. 
This is in addition to the visits of individual 
members of the Group through the weck. 
The MARRICKVILLE (N.S.W.) Group have 
instituted and control a library for the patients 
at their local hospital. The members colleéted 
books from among themselves and their 
friends and built up a respectable little library. 
It is now part of the Group's weckly job to 
attend and change the books for the patients. 
Many Groups elsewhere might be glad to 
follow Marrickville's lead. Тһе same Family 
also run a small library for the Surry Hills 
Boys' Brigade in Sydney. The units of the 
Family in and around SYDNEY held а week- 


end Conference at the Scout training camp 
at Epping on May 18 and 19. Looking at 
the agenda we sce that the matter for discussion 
was typical of the three floors of the Old 
House. The BRUNSWICK (Victoria) Branch 
also held a similar week-end camp at Hurst- 
bridge at the week-end home of Mr. J. P. 
Bainbridge, Chairman of the Victorian Ex- 
tension Team. Неге again the result was 
greatly beneficial to the unity of the Family. 
This particular Conference is the fir$t one 
here to be confined to a particular Branch or 
Group. Тће FITZROY (Vic) Group 
instituted an idea of afternoon or week-end 
rambles (of which the Camp conference scheme 
is an elaboration), with the obje& of the 
members and more particularly the probationers 
becoming better known to one another. So 
often at mectings it becomes patent that we 
only see the same side of one another week 
by week, especially among those who only 
meet at the Family gathering. It is hoped by 
this Group that by getting out into the open, 
away from the thought of trains to catch, etc., 
and rambling along a country road, and 
sitting yarning round a fire “ while the billy 
boils," much would be done to uncover 
golden ideas hidden away under the dross of 
the workaday world and see something 
of other phases of fellows’ nature. The 
installation of wircless sets is work which 
takes up the energies of many members. In 
order to obviate a tendency to overlap, the 
Vi&orian Extension Team recently organised 
a Radio Team from among members of various 
Melbourne units. The Fitzroy Group possess 
a qualified wireless operator and with one 
ог two other members take the lead. Stan- 
dardised sets are made which attain efficiency 
and cheapness, and with the willing co- 
operation of Branches and Groups nearest 
the scene of the intended installation, the 
aerial is erected and the set placed without 
any overlapping of territory and a maximum 
of expedition. Praétically all the metropolitan 
sets for patients of the Royal Victorian 
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Institute for the Blind are handled by the Radio 
Team. With the approach of winter, the 
SANDRINGHAM (Vic) Group has been 
busy organising a supply of firewood, fruit 
and vegetables for distribution among the 
poor and distressed around the city. Country 
Groups were circularised with the idea of their 
co-operation by collecting these commodities 
and their consignment to thc metropolis, 
where the Sandringham Group would see to 
the distribution. ‘The response was prompt— 
first from WARRNAMBOOL in the Western 
distriét who started looking for onions, and 
found them! From down in the Gippsland 
distrit MORWELL and MOE combined 
forces and are specialising in firewood. News 
from South Australia tells us that UNLEY 
Group is engaged on something similar. The 
MANNUM (S.A.) Group casually refers to a 
“ poor " month's work ; here is some of it :— 
Inspection of ambulance work, in which the 
Group is interested and which has onc of their 
members as a secretary; organising and 
running a dance, the proceeds of which went 


towards the relicf of sufferers through in- 
dustrial unrest; corporate and individual 
work in connection with Anzac Day Festivities; 
the colle&ing of clothes for distribution among 
those in need through industrial troubles ; 
and then the usual incidental jobs. We аге 
wondering what Mannum is like іп a month 
which is not “poor”! 


'Ihe Family at HOBART (Tasmania) have 
reached Branch status and their Lamp was lit 
at the Birthday Festival in Perth. "They have 
$tuck at it through hard times. Another of 
the local units, FRANKLIN Group a few 
miles down the Huon from Hobart, reports 
a very successful Guest-night recently. Major 
Echlin, the State Secretary, paid them a visit 
and, after an address for the information of 
the visitors, initiated some of their pro- 
bationers. From all States of the Common- 
wealth have come reports of Groups and 
Branches taking part in the Anzac Celebra- 
tions. In ADELAIDE the Family took 
part in the official State observances of Anzac 
Day which were held there. 


CANADA 


During the past few weeks TORONTO 
has lost several of the familiar figures in and 
around Mark II (C). Bill Spencer, who 
lived there for nearly a year, has returned to 
his native London, and writes of his intention 
to link up with the Wood Green Branch. 
C. L. W. Bailey, after being ordained at 
Wycliffe College, Toronto, has left, via England, 
for Baffin Land, where he will spend five 
years among the Esquimaux, while “ Tiny” 
Stoncham recently secured a commission in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, and is at 
present stationed at Ottawa. То compensate 
for this exodus, Bert Watts, of the Hamilton 
Group, has joined the family circle, and Idris 
Paull-James, late of the Cardiff Branch, after 
working in the distant suburbs, is again back 
at the Mark. John Hill, a former member 
of Mark XVIII, Newcastle, dropped in some 
time ago, and after sharing hospitality for a 
few days, proceeded to Western Ontario, 
where he is working for the Ontario Hydro 
Eleétric Commission. At the time of writing, 
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Toronto was cntertaining Padre Reid, from 
Iquique, Chile, who was passing through 
Toronto ел ronte to England. His arrival 
coincided with the monthly Area Night, and 
a large number of members had an oppor- 
tunity of mecting him and hearing an account 
of Toc Н aétivity down in South America. 
Tuesday evening talks have maintained their 
high standard of interest, and have varied in 
theme from “Ап Appreciation of Poetry " 
by Prof. Alexander to a discourse on “Il 
Duce”? by Padre Brown. Prof. Corelli, 
Curator of the Royal Ontario Museum, has 
given an insight into the work of his in- 
stitution, and Miss Hope, of the Neighbour- 
hood Workers’ Association, recently spoke 
on the aims of that organisation with a view 
to enlisting support. Acting in conjun&ion 
with a local newspaper, the Branch recently 
had a colle&ion in aid of “ The Distressed 
Miners’ Fund," and as a result was able to 
contribute a useful little sum to a worthy 
cause. Imbued with an enthusiasm for 


amateur dramatics, it was decided some timc 
ago to try play-producing, Shaw’s “ Arms апа 
the Man ” being selected for the initial effort. 
Thanks largely to the labours of Bob Chid- 
wick, who came from Mark I (C), Winnipeg, 
a&ing as the producer, the performance met 
with an unqualified success, both histrionic- 
ally and financially, so much so, іп Ға, that 
a further play, as yet undecided, is scheduled 


SOUTH 
The PRETORIA scribe sends an inspiring 
report that the Christian spirit, friendliness, 
and understanding are very much alive. 
Steady progress was made during the past 
year, and missionary work is to be a grcat 
featurc of the future. Neville Talbot is 
the Padre, and the membership has been 
maintained at a good average of forty-five. 
Arrangements have been made for a talk to 
the senior pupils of the Boys’ High School, 
with a view to sccuring further blokeage. 
Bishop Talbot, the father of Neville, paid a 
visit to Pretoria during his brief stay in South 
Africa, and Neville officiated at the Birthday 
Festival on December 12. А meeting with 
members of OXFORD Group on February 
27 led to а week-end camp, at which the 
Group's ideals were further expounded. Scribes 
have been appointed to keep in touch with 
other units. А Padre Bowley preached at a 
special Service at Christ Church, ADELAIDE, 
on April 28, when Light was observed, and 
on May r4 Adelaide ** Followed the Gleam " 
with a Guest-night attended by nearly fifty 
of both sexes. FORT BEAUFORT held a 
grand concert in aid of funds on May 15. 


Here is a letter from Zulnland—an appeal for 
a fortnightly or monthly letter of news from 
the Old Country. It comes from the scribe 
at ESHOWE-—C. W. D. Riddell, P.O, Box 
6, Eshowe, Zululand: “А Тос H Group 
in a lonely outpost of the Empire would very 
much like to get in closer touch with a Тос 
H Group in England, who would write them 
a regular fortnightly or monthly letter of news 
to interest our Group in far away Zululand, 
We want to stimulate interest in Тос H Move- 
ment in these parts. At our mectings, the 


for the early Fall. Another new departure is 
the formation of a cricket club, and although 
defeat was met in the first three matches 
played, there is some promising talent, The 
campus of the University of Toronto has 
been secured as a home-ground, together with 
dressing-room privileges, and all thanks are 
due to the authorities for their invaluable 
assistance in this respect. 


AFRICA 

reading of a regular letter of interesting news 
received from Overseas would help in kecping 
the spirit of Toc Halive. Any Group willing 
to help us with such a letter should com- 
municate with the undersigned.—Yours in 
Toc H., C. У. D. Кіров.” (Experience 
shows that appeals of this kind in the JounNar 
do not fall on deaf ears.) 

Eshowe was once a military station, also the 
seat of the Government before Zululand 
was finally merged into Natal. During the 
Zulu War of 1879, the country round about 
the little township was the scene of a great 
deal of fighting, and the place itself was 
besieged by the Zulu armies. It was in this 
dorp that ** Uncle Harry " stayed on the night 
of May то, 1928, and sowed the seed of Тос 
H. At a meeting in the Supper Room of 
the Town Hall, there were about sixty, repre- 
senting all walks of life, all of whom listened 
with interest to what Toc Н was and stood 
for. At the close of the meeting, it was 
resolved unanimously to start a Group. A 
few days afterwards, the first meeting was 
held, and the various officers cleéted. Since 
then meetings have been held every second 
Tuesday, and the average muster of these 
meetings has been about thirty. To mark 
the birthday of the Group, an enjoyable even- 
ing was spent on Tuesday last, May 7. First, 
there was a service in the Parish Church, 
conduéted by Padre Thompson (the Reétor) 
and the Pilot (the Rev. A. W. Taylor). After 
the service, all present proceeded to the 
Supper Room of the Town Hall, where an 
excellent supper had been provided. Among 
many welcome visitors present were: Padre 
Le Grove Smith, of the Verulam Group, 
who gave a very thoughtful address about 


271 


EU m ЦРНИ с> 


the work of his Group; the Magistrate 
who entertained the company with stories and 
Limericks ; and the President of the local 
Branch of the B.E.S.L. It is very pleasing to 
see how the interest in Тос Н has been main- 
tained during the first year of its existence 
and how all members “leap with joy to any 
task for others." Though, as in all small 
communities, jobs are not easily found, yet 
the Group has undertaken many acivities 
such as hospital visiting, supplying literature 
to outlying road party camps and Police 


Posts, Boy Scouts, studying the Native 
Question, etc. The Padre has given the Group 
a song, a line of which runs: “ Everywhere 
that Toc H goes, it's almost sure to stay," and 
there is no doubt that it has come to stay in 
Zululand, In time, the seed may be scattered 
throughout the country. Already some of 
the members have been moved to other 
dorps, and it is by them that the Light will 
be kept burning. То all Marks, Branches 
and Groups, Eshowe sends grectings—and 
hopes for some in return. 


SOUTH AMERICA 


From BUENOS AIRES comes the news that 
Bob W/hittick has left for England. Lake 
Lake called a special meeting for May 29, to 
have a look at the real difficulties confronting 
Toc Н in B.A. There are a dozen keen 
members, with three or four probationers, and 
signs of better things coming. SHACKLE- 
ТОМ reports а Guest-night оп May 2, when 
the Padre’s brother, Lieut.-Commander Hugh 
Brady, gave an interesting talk on Submarine 
Nets. On May 16, at a Branch meeting, 
John Carmichael — a seafaring member — 
looked in. The Rushlight was lit in the 
Mission Chapel on May 14, and the Gleam 
was faithfully followed. Jobs are going on 
well. It is anticipated when H.M.S. Durban 
arrives there will be many opportunities of 
entertaining the naval ratings. The Western 
Suburbs Group held a successful dance at the 
Viétoria Sailors’ Home on April 3o. These 
social gatherings stir up interest in Toc H, 
and valuable contact is often secured. Ага 
Guest-night on May 8, Lake Lake, Easton 
and Cobbold were present from the Toc H 
Council, and Easton talked to the Group on 
his experiences in Russia. ROSARIO is re- 
covering from a very hot summer and Branch 
activities are on the go again. The Branch 
has been entirely reorganised, and is much 
smaller than hitherto. The Scouts are going 
Strong, and had a very successful camp in the 
Cordoba hills during the summer. SANTA 
FE and BAHIA BLANCA have been suffering 
from the local discase of “ shortage of mem- 
bers.” The going on leave of members is 
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mainly responsible for this. This is one of 
the difficulties peculiar to overseas and to 
combat it is a problem. Bahia Blanca initiated 
four members on May 4, since when two 
additional members have been initiated. The 
Group met on May 14, to Follow the Gleam, 
and was almost at full strength—the first 
time for some months. Scouts and Cubs, 
started some months ago, continue to flourish 
and there are rumours of a beginning of a 
Rover Crew. A hut is needed for Head- 
quarters. The usual jobs at the Seamen’s 
Mission are being carricd on. Padre Barnes, 
the new Anglican Chaplain and Missions to 
Seamen Chaplain, has been welcomed to 
Bahia Blanca. He comes as a full member 
from Tasmania, In addition to the two 
Groups at SANTIAGO and ANTOFA- 
GASTA, that have recently been granted 
Group Status, another at IQUIQUE has 
reached maturity, and been “ properly wel- 
comed into the Family." The three groups 
outside Valparaiso seem to be getting well 
ahead. VALPARAISO says: “ And so they 
should. No sooner do we here get a пісе 
little band of enthusiasts together, than some 
of the very best of them are moved of to 
one of these other towns, and we have to Sart 
all over again, But this must be for the good 
of Toc Н as a whole. 1с does not give us 
time to rest on our laurels and get fat and 
slothful.”” And that, of course, és the spirit. 
The Iquique Padre, Reid, now goes off to 
the Persian Gulf to take up a job for the 
Anglo-Persian Co. David Blair has been 


seriously ill, and has had an operation, now on 
the road to recovery. The men from H.M.S. 
Caradoc have been entertained. Several of the 
lower deck were very keen, and they had one 
pukka member on board. The report con- 
tinues ; “Perhaps when they get to Buenos 
Aires they will have made up their minds, 
and could be elcéted there." The first 
members of L.W.H. in Buenos Aires were 
initiated оп May 2, Mrs. Meynell—the first 
full member—having been initiated in London 
some months ago. Неге is a lively report : 
“We here in Valparaiso have been shivering 
on the brink of taking a plunge, which the 
misogynists amongst us have been pretending 
to dread, and that is have a mixed meeting, 
with the idea of Starting a Group of the 
LW.H. А very excellent opportunity pre- 
sented itsclf, when we gave a farewell party to 
Stephen Lambert, our late Chairman, who was 
leaving for home, unfortunately for us and 
Toc H in Chile, not to return here any more. 
So the very desperate decision was taken, 
and worked upon, with the result that on the 
evening of April 24, 1929, there gathered in 
our usual haunt, the Scamen’s Mission, 
Valparaiso, a goodly company of Toc H 
members, probationers, and a baker's dozen 
or so of desperatcly shy lady visitors. Supper 
Started the evening, and in order to break the 
icc and to exorcise the demon of shyness, the 
big elcétrola was turned on, but it was not 


long before conversation was so general thát 
a plea was put forward for this to be stopped, 
as some of the more eloquent could not make 
themselves heard. After supper, all gathered 
in the big room again for the ceremony of 
Light. This was first very briefly and simply 
explained by the Group Padre, but so Stirringly 
did he speak, on the sacrifice of the Elder 
Brethren and the work of Toc [i generally, 
that there will be few, who heard him, who 
will forget his words or could fail to be 
impressed. The usual business of a Toc H 
meeting was then carried through, so that 
the lady visitors might see what a meeting 
was really like, and that we have no secret 
or horrible rites that we perform. The 
secretary had his turn, and then the Jobmaster, 
and finally several of the Team leaders. The 
Padre then told us of one or two letters of 
thanks that he had recently received from 
various people who had been helped in one 
way or another by Toc H, and who were 
immenscly grateful for this assistance. After 
this, the serious business,the meeting degener- 
ated into a dance. We finished up with a 
wonderful chorus of Rogerum, biscuits and 
tea, and finally Family Prayers. Тһе result 
of this meeting was that a cable was sent off 
to Toc H Headquarters on April 26, reading : 
** L.IW.H. Farted here to-day provisionally.” And 
they had their first meeting on Tuesday, 
May 14. Here's wishing them luck!’ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Although WASHINGTON has been rather 
lax in sending news for these pages the scribe 
makes good in a lengthy report. Washing- 
ton, the first Mark in the States, feels the 
responsibility for the organising of as many 
Groups as is possible. They have time to 
do the work and also the tnan-power. The 
BALTIMORE, Md., Group was the first 
attempt. It is progressing famously. After 
this Group was established, eyes were turned 
towards the South, and two well-known 
Southern cities were picked out. An auto- 
mobile trip was then organised—to occupy a 
Weck—-and a rather stiff schedule was set. On 
Easter Sunday morning the party left Washing- 


ton in the Chairman’s car—Pat Leonard (with 
his slides and projector); Boyd Hinds, 
Warden of Mark 1; Robert Boyle, a college 
Student, but not yet a member ; Lem Jew, in 
the same category ; and the scribe. The first 
stop was at Warrenton, in Virginia, where а 
sixth fellow—William Smith—was picked up. 
Smith drives forty-five miles to Washington 
for every Wednesday meeting. The night 
was spent at Blacksburg, 320 miles south of 
Washington, where is a well-known Military 
School—Virginia Polytechnic. One of the 
cadets is a member of Mark I, and another a 
probationer. The second lap of the trip was 
commenced at eight o’clock on the Monday 
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morning. (Here follows a delightful descrip- 
tion of the Shenandoah Valley, between the 
Blue Mountains.) The party—with the ex- 
ception of Pat, who slept on the back scat of 
the car—pitched the “ pup ” tents and camped. 
Camp was broken at seven o’clock and 
Atlanta, 800 miles south of Washington, was 
reached at 2 in the afternoon. The scribe 
continues: “We were met by one of the 
‘ Key’ men and were billeted in the homes of 
different of the other men. That night we 
had a mecting in the home of one of the men, 
and Pat gave his slide lecture. About twenty- 
fivc men and two or three ladies were present. 
. . . We are firmly convinced that Toc Н has 
a foothold in the South, with the starting of 
this Group in Atlanta.” On the return 
journey to Washington, a meeting was hcld 
at Richmond, where Pat again showed his 
slides and gave his talk. Severa] good 
contacts were made. Тһе following day 
(Sunday) Pat preached at St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church in the morning and again in a little 
country church in the afternoon. In addition, 
Washington is forming a Group within the 


city limits, and another just over the Potomac 
River at Clarendon. Pat’s hand is movinp 
there also. On April 10, the annual Ке 
dedication Ceremony was held at Mt, St. 
Albans, the National Episcopal Cathedral. 
Referring to this service, the scribe says: 
“ We hold this service about this time every 
year, and it is on this occasion that we all seem 
to make a gain, spiritually, so that we go 
forward a bit the better for it, and ready to 
surmount any obstacles that may arise in the 
spreading of the Gospel of Toc H throughout 
this great land of ours." The late news from 
ATLANTA is that there are seven sure men 
who intend to carry on, and about a dozen 
others who are “ more or less” sure. “Ву 
the fall, they expect to have quite a few men 
ready for initiation.” NEW YORK (Man- 
hattan) Group is doing very well, after having 
“plowed ” through some very rough spots. 
Philadelphia Groups now have a Mark, and 
are sailing along well. BALTIMORE Group 
is doing some finc work, and has started with 
a new Group in ANNAPOLIS, in Mary- 
land. (For Pats tour see Plate III.) 


BELGIUM 


The scribe of the BRUSSELS Group, 
which meets every Monday, in the hall of 
Christ Church, now sends us a very intercst- 
ing report, which includes mention of jobs 
being done in connc&ion with a colony of 
jockeys established near the city. А concert, 
with refreshments, has been given to thc 
jockeys, their wives and children, and the 
Group has gone into their “ camp ”--а local 
cafe. The Group mects parties of English 
school children, “‘ who have not a lot of 
money to spend on ' condu&ted" tours," апа 
assists them in their visit. Man power has also 
been supplied at Padre “ Tickler”? Feather- 


$tone's church efforts, such as special services, 
bazaars, etc. The Brussels Freemasons аге 
helping the Group in conneétion with a 
monthly treat for the jockeys’ children, It 
is hoped to form a club for the boys in their 
own distric. The organisation of rambles 
twice a month for English people and visitors 
to Brussels is another job. The Padre is the 
official prison visitor for the Government, 
Efforts are being made to get articles accepted 
by a Belgian evening paper, with the view 
to getting Toc H started amongst the Belgians. 
Amongst the Group's members and pro- 
spective members arc Dutchmen and Germans. 
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